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Dear 
 
Thank you for your information request of 24 January 2018.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has
completed the necessary search for the information requested.

 
The initial cost budgeted for the overall refurbishment of Provost Skene House, as part of the
larger Marischal Square project,
There was no cost budgeted for the refurbishment of Provost Skene’s House (PSH) as part of the
Mariscal Square project.
 
A separate project was developed to create a new visitors attraction using Provost Skene’s
House and supporting enabling works for this. This has a budget of £1.875m
 
How much has been spent on the overall Provost Skene project so far,
The ledger indicates an expenditure of £220,666.71 to date.
 
And what the final estimated cost of the Provost Skene refurbishment is.
Unfortunately, we are unable to provide you with this figure as we consider it to be
commercially sensitive to release at this time. This is because ACC will shortly be tendering for a
contract to undertake the refurbishment of PSH and we feel that release of our estimated cost at
this time will detrimentally affect our ability to get best value in contract negotiations.
 
ACC is unable to provide you with information on the final estimated cost of the Provost Skene
refurbishment as it is excepted from disclosure. In order to comply with its obligations under
the terms of Regulation 13 of the EIRs, ACC hereby gives notice that we are refusing your
request under the terms of Regulation 10(5)(e) – Confidentiality of commercial information - of
the EIRs.
 
In making this decision ACC considered the following points:
 
Do commercial interests exist in relation to the information?
ACC is of the view that the commercial interests of all potential tenderers would be damaged by
the release of this information. ACC is also of the view that its own commercial interests would
be damaged.
 
Please describe how disclosure of the requested information would cause the level of harm
required for this exception:
Disclosure of this information could weaken ACC’s position to receive a competitive pricing when
works are tendered (the tender process will be starting soon). Release of this information could
also give a competitive advantage to tenderers over those who perhaps have not seen the
information. The release of this information would also prejudice the Council’s position in any
future negotiations.
 



Where does the public interest lie in relation to the information?
ACC recognises that there is a clear public interest in maintaining a level of transparency around
the Provost Skene House project. However, ACC also believes that disclosure of the requested
information could prejudice commercial relationships and affect ACC’s ability to secure best
value in the spending of public funds.
 
Therefore, on balance, ACC believes that in this case, the public interest is best met by applying
the exception and that the final estimated cost should not be disclosed.
 
The cost of this project will be publicly disclosed in due course once the tender has let.
 
We hope this helps with your request.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Information Compliance Team
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST
 
As the information which you requested is environmental information, as defined under
Regulation 2(1) of the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (the EIRs), ACC
considered that it was exempt from release through FOISA, and must therefore give you notice
that we are refusing  your request under Section 39(2) of FOISA (Freedom of Information
(Scotland) Act 2002).  However, you have a separate right to access the information which you
have requested under Regulation 5 of the EIRs, under which ACC has handled your request.
Please refer to the attached PDF for more information about your rights under the EIRs.
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*03000 numbers are free to call if you have ‘free minutes’ included in your mobile call plan.
Calls from BT landlines will be charged at the local call rate of  10.24p per minute (the same as 01224s).
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