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A new cross-sector partnership is 
nourishing an interest in healthy 
and sustainable food in Aberdeen.

The Sustainable Food 
Partnership Aberdeen 
(SFPA) brings together key 
stakeholders to drive 
positive food change, while 
making healthy and 
sustainable food a defining 
characteristic of the city. 

The partnership includes; 
Aberdeen City Council, 
Community Food Initiatives 
North East (CFINE), NHS 
Grampian, Aberdeen Health 
& Social Care Partnership, 
as well as other community 
and voluntary 
organisations, local 
businesses and educational 
institutions. 

With the formation of the 
partnership, Aberdeen has 
now been officially 
accepted as the 48th 
member of the Sustainable 
Food Cities Network.

Following a successful 
funding bid to the Esmee 
Fairburn Foundation, a 
Sustainable Food Cities 
Co-ordinator has been 
appointed, who will also 
oversee a ‘Sugar Smart’ campaign 
in Aberdeen. 

Sustainable Food Cities is a model for 
transforming food culture involving: 
establishing a cross sector food partnership; 

developing and delivering a food strategy 
and action plan; and embedding healthy 
and sustainable food in policy.

There are six key areas 
work will focus on in 
Aberdeen:

➊ Promoting healthy and 
sustainable food to 

 the public.

➋ Tackling food poverty, 
diet-related ill health 
and access to 

 healthy food.

➌ Building community 
food knowledge, skills, 
resources and projects.

➍ Promoting a vibrant 
and diverse 
sustainable food 
economy.

➎ Transforming catering 
and food procurement.

➏ Reducing waste and 
the ecological footprint 
of the food system.

More information on the 
work of the partnership 
can be found on the 
Sustainable Food Cities 
website at http://
sustainablefoodcities.org/ 
findacity/cityinformation/ 
userid/462

To share information on what is happening 
locally, to include your information on this 
page or if you’d like to be involved in the 
wider Sustainable Food Partnership 
Aberdeen network contact LaPenny@
aberdeencity.gov.uk
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was used to defend the city. The RSPB 
Dolphin Watch team is based at the 
site and can help you spot the 
dolphins and tell you about the area.

The next litter pick is set to take place 
in August. If you would like to get 
involved in volunteering or would like 
to join the mailing list please email: 
contact@rotaractaberdeen.org.uk or 
visit Facebook @rotaractaberdeen 

Rotaract Aberdeen hosted a community litter 
pick between the Victoria and Wellington 
Bridge in April.  

23 volunteers including Aberdeen residents, 
Aberdeen Boat Club, Rotarians and 
Rotaractors came along to help clean up the 
banks of the River Dee. 

Rotaract Aberdeen passed on their thanks to 
everyone who came along, with special 

thanks to the Rotary Club of Aberdeen 
Deeside, St Fittick Rotary Club and the Torry 
Community Council. 

In May, 21 volunteers took part in a joint 
Rotaract & RSPB community litter pick at the 
Torry Battery, collecting over 25 bags of rubbish. 

The Torry Battery is an artillery battery which 
has overlooked the city’s harbour since 1860 
and during World War 1 and World War 2 it 

Community Litter Pick

The Great British Spring Clean in March 
was one of the first events in the city 
clean-up calendar, when 7 events took 
place. This included: East Woodcroft in 
Bridge of Don when 13 bags were 
filled, sadly this included a high 
number of dog waste bags with 
counting abandoned at 62. 

At Anderson Woods, a clean-up 
assisted by enthusiastic pupils from 
Hazlehead Primary filled 16 bags.

Clean Up Aberdeen is part of Keep 
Scotland Beautiful’s national mass-
engagement campaign, Clean Up 
Scotland, which aims to involve one 
million people in action against litter 
and mess.

Aberdeen City Council’s Environmental 
Services can lend litter picking tongs, 
high vis vests, gloves and black bags 
and will uplift the collected rubbish. 

For more details, or to get help 
organising an event call 01224 219281, 
or email cleanaberdeen@aberdeencity.
gov.uk

So far this year, 2,032 people have volunteered 
their time to collect and fill almost 1,532 bags 
of litter from local neighbourhoods, parks, 
beaches and riverbanks as part of Clean Up 
Aberdeen 2017.

The city campaign encourages communities 
to get involved in tidying their area. It was 
launched with a seminar at Powis 

Community Centre and a local litter pick. 

Clean up volunteers and staff from the 
Council heard from Nicola Turner of Keep 
Scotland Beautiful, about the triggers and 
influences which affect littering behaviour. 
The group then turned their attention to the 
Auchmill Nature Walk and filled 12 bags 
with litter.

Clean up AberdeenClean up Aberdeen
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Heatnet a 
transition
to low 
carbon 
heat

Aberdeen City Council is working with 
Aberdeen Heat and Power to deliver 
an exciting project to explore the 
opportunities to extend the district 
heating network into the city centre. 
 
The EU Funded project, Heatnet: 
Transition Strategies for delivering Low 
Carbon District Heat aims to facilitate 
the implementation of low-carbon 
heating systems in North West Europe.

Part of the project will involve 
engaging with commercial, domestic 
and municipal city centre building 
owners, to gain a better understanding 
of the appetite and opportunity for 
extending the district heating system 
to these properties.

If you would like to get involved 
or like further details please 
contact us at heatnetnwe@
aberdeenheatandpower.co.uk or fill in 
our short questionnaire https://goo.gl/
forms/M1lvnATAu7ZR5ey62

Clean Up Aberdeen held its 
second 24hour Glitter Pick on 
22 June, helping to put the 
sparkle back in the city.

The annual event involves 
volunteers from 
communities in Aberdeen 
taking part in 24 litter picks, 
in 24 locations, in 
24 hours.

This year the event 
kicked off at midnight 
by Steven Shaw, 
Aberdeen City Council’s 
Environmental Services 
Manager, who in 
a marathon effort, 
completed an amazing 
20 hours of litter picking.

More members of the 
Environmental Services 
team filled the early 
morning slots until the 
community joined in. 
Friends of Walker Dam 
were welcome faces 
at 5am and it was 
an unusually early 
start for some of the 
Countryside Rangers 
who made it to the Den 
of Maidencraig for 6am.

The Glitter Pick then 
toured the city visiting 
schools, friends groups, 
community flats, 
residents groups and 
other partners. The 
epic day finished after 
11pm with a litter pick 
of Burger King car park.

Steven Shaw said “Once 
again it was a fantastic 
day made possible, 
and special, by the 
incredible support 
of our community 
partners who turned 
out to improve their 
neighbourhoods.
 
“To meet so many 
people throughout the 
day was inspiring. From 
the enthusiastic school children to the 
peaceful beach in the fading light, it really 
was a Glitter-tastic day.”

By the end of the day the 332 volunteers 
had taken part in the Glitter Pick filling 206 
bags with litter.

Glitter Pick schedule
 00:00  Cranfield Road
Environmental Services
 01:00  Braeside
Slopefield Wanderers
 02:00  Abbey Place
Environmental Services

 03:00  Torry beach
Environmental Services
 04:00  Wellington Road
Environmental Services
 05:00  Walker Dam
Friends of Walker Dam
 06:00  Den of 
Maidencraig
Countryside Rangers
 07:00  Powis
Powis Residents
 08:00  Seaton Park
Friends of Seaton Park
 09:00  Airyhall
Airyhall Primary
 10:00  Ashgrove area
Kittybrewster Primary
 11:00  Cummings 
Park Cummings Park 
Community Flat
Heathryburn
Heathryburn School
 12:00  Fernielea
Fernielea School
Burn at Fernielea
Countryside Rangers
 13:00  Victoria & 
Westburn Friends of 
Victoria & Westburn
Kingswells Woods 
Kingswells Nursery
 14:00  Donmouth
Technip
Kingswells School
Kingswells Primary
Foggieton Woods 
Mike Cooper
 15:00  Broad Hill
ACC Environmental 
Policy Team
 16:00  Duthie Park/
Riverside Friends of 
Duthie Park
 17:00  Torry Battery
Centrica in Partnership
 18:00  Deeside Line
Beavers,Ruthrieston
 19:00  River banks 
Boat club Aberdeen 
Boat Club
20:00  Sunnybank Park 

Friends of Sunnybank Park
 21:00  Fittie to Beach Ballroom 
Fittie Residents
 22:00  Ballroom Beach
Friends of Aberdeen Beach
 23:00  Burger King, Links Park 
Environmental Services

9AM

10AM

11aM

5PM

8PM

24hour 
Glitter 
Pick 
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Aberdeen is set to benefit from the efforts 
of 29 community groups, who will be 
greening up their neighbourhoods as part of 
the It’s Your Neighbourhood (IYN) campaign.

IYN is non-competitive community 
environmental improvement initiative, 
based on three themes of Community 
Participation, Environmental Responsibility 
and Gardening Achievement.

Groups taking part in the city include 
allotments, residents groups, ‘Friends of’ 
groups, schools and community flats. Their 
range of activities covers: bulb planting, 
litter picking, filling planters and hanging 

baskets, improving pathways and 
accessibility and developing allotments.

Many are looking forward to what they can 
do in the year ahead, while some, like 
Gerrard Street Baptist Church are enjoying 
the rewards of last year’s efforts.

The campaign is run by Keep Scotland 
Beautiful and the Royal Horticultural Society 
and is an opportunity to celebrate the 
achievements of groups making a real 
difference to their communities.

IYN groups are assessed on their own merit 
and not compared against each other.

Fernielea School took part in a ‘Flood 
Awareness’ Week, enabling pupils 
to learn about how to become more 
resilient to flooding events. 

Primary 5–7 pupils took part in a 
project called ‘I’m an Engineer, I Can 
Help Here, completing tasks linked 
to the Young Engineers and Science 
Clubs Scotland. 

The pupils completed a variety of 
activities linked to flooding:

• Be Aware, pupils learned about the 
flood risks in their local area. Some 
classes completed a survey on their 
local area and were able to identify 
what kind of flooding they were at 
risk of and its likelihood. One class 
investigated the different types of 
drainage that could be used. 

• Be Prepared, some classes 
designed and created; flood 
emergency kits, rain gauges, rain 
alarms and pulley systems. The 
Primary 7 class learned about ‘load’ 
and ‘effort’ when creating pulleys.

• Know How to Act the Primary 6 
class investigated water filters and used 
a variety of materials to build their own 
systems to filter clean water. Other 
classes learned about ‘valves’ and 
‘suction’ when making water pumps 
from plastic bottles. All classes had to 
build; bridges, rafts, shelters or lights.

On the last day all the Primary 5–7 
pupils joined together to showcase their 
learning from throughout the week. 

Following the week 92% of the pupils 
have more awareness of the flood risks 
in their local area and 80% of the pupils 
are now more confident in knowing 
what to do in a flooding event.

Flood Awareness 
at Fernielea

90% of Local Authority schools in the 
Aberdeen are registered for the Eco 
Schools Programme, an international 
initiative designed to encourage whole-
school action for the environment. 
Eco Schools awards achieved by local 
authority schools in the city include:

Congratulations on recent EcoSchool 
achievements!

• Bronze Awards – Woodlands School
• Silver Awards – Bramble Brae School
• Green Flag – Braehead Primary School, 

Cults Academy, St Machar Academy

Find out about Eco Schools Scotland at 
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org

44
Bronze

41
Silver

20
Green Flag

It’s Your Neighbourhood

http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org


Aberdeen City Council was awarded 
the Scottish Local Authority Earth Hour 
Champion of the Year, by WWF Scotland 
earlier this year.

Earth Hour is a global annual event 
encouraging people to show support 
with taking action on climate change and 
protecting the planet.

The award recognised the commitment 
and contribution to Earth Hour events 
which took place in Aberdeen in 2016. It 
was presented by Scott Blance, Earth Hour 
Officer for WWF Scotland, at the start of the 

Earth Hour 2017 campaign. 

A range of city activities including tree 
planting at Hazlehead Park, environmental 
exhibits, talks and discussion groups, and 
a series of environmental films shown 
across the city helped to secure the 
success of the award submission. 

The Council also took part in Earth Hour 
at the end of March this year and along 
with a range of partners, participated in 
a local Climate Week of awareness raising 
activities, co-ordinated by Aberdeen 
Climate Action.

Champion award for Earth Hour

Aberdeen Adapts
Stakeholders had the opportunity 
to comment on progress and take 
forward ideas for the Aberdeen Adapts 
project at a strategy workshop on 19 
June.  Aberdeen Adapts is developing 
a strategy to increase city resilience to 
a changing climate. 

Further initiatives have taken place 
to increase engagement on climate 
adaptation and to gather the views of 
local people.

 Climate Ready Places

PAS, Planning Aid for Scotland and 
Adaptation Scotland ran Climate Ready 
Place workshops at Ashley Road and 
Woodside Primary Schools and at 
Bridge of Don Academy.

The workshops were based on lessons 
plans, designed by PAS, Planning Aid 
for Scotland and Adaptation Scotland. 
The resources provide pupils with 
an opportunity to consider their own 
place in the context of a changing 
climate. The workshop sessions 
involved presentations and interactive 
activities aligned to the Curriculum 
for Excellence.  

PAS provided feedback from the 
workshop to help inform work on the 
Aberdeen Adapts project. To find out 
more about the lesson plans visit: 
www.adaptationscotland.org.uk/how-
adapt/tools-and-resources/climate-
ready-places-lesson-plans

 Adaptation Arts Festival

Three creative workshops were held 
at Middlefield Community Hub in April 
aiming to increase understanding of 
local climate impacts. 

A diverse collective of artists took 
participants through workshops which 
developed imaginative responses to 
the challenges and opportunities of a 
changing climate.

The Arts and Climate Change Mini-
Festival was developed as a pilot 
project by Creative Carbon Scotland 
and Adaptation Scotland, working with 
RGU for project evaluation and the 
Council for background information on 
the climate impacts for Aberdeen.

An accredited course for fuel cell 
and hydrogen technicians in 
Aberdeen is being developed 
as part of the city’s 
position as a hydrogen 
technologies hub.

Aberdeen City Council is 
working with North East of 
Scotland College (NESCOL) 
to shape the course, as 
part of the EU-wide FCH Train 
project. The course will meet an 
increasing demand for skilled labour in 
hydrogen vehicle technology.

The city has invested in infrastructure and 
transport and it now has two hydrogen 
refuelling stations, along with a fleet of 10 
buses and 18 cars and vans, with further 
expansion of the fleet planned.

The FCH Train project will gather experience 

from Denmark, Belgium and 
Scotland, as each has an area 

of excellence in fuel cell and 
hydrogen technology and 
convert it in to a new 
training and education 
program for technicians 
of hydrogen vehicles 
including cars, buses and 

trucks.

Knowledge and experiences 
gained will be shared among the 

European partners to create the training 
programme, which will be developed by a 
project consortium consisting of Aberdeen 
City Council, Ballard Power Systems Europe, 
Mercantec, Hydrogen Valley, and Van Hool. 

The new training programme will firstly be 
tested in Denmark. The project is funded 
by the Erasmus+ programme of the 
European Union.

Hydrogen 
technicians to 
be trained in 

Aberdeen 



A new campaign is encouraging people 
to switch off their engines for cleaner 
air in Aberdeen.

Running your engine unnecessarily 
while your vehicle is stationary 
pollutes the environment, costs more 
money and is against the law.   

Aberdeen City Council, Don’t Be an 
Idler campaign, aims to increase 
public awareness of the impact of 
idling vehicle engines on air quality.  

Emissions from road vehicles are 
the main contributor to air pollution. 
In sensitive areas, such as outside 
schools. The idling of car engines can 
cause discomfort to people in the 
vicinity and can aggravate respiratory 
conditions in vulnerable residents.  

Addressing idling engines in road 
vehicles, forms part of the Council 
Air Quality Action Plan. You can do 
your bit for cleaner air in Aberdeen 
by turning off your engine if you 
are going to be parked for more 
than 30 seconds. This benefits the 
environment and public health. 

It is an offence under the Road Traffic 
(Vehicle Emissions) (Fixed Penalty) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2003, to leave a 
vehicle engine running unnecessarily 
while that vehicle is parked. Council 
officers can issue fixed penalty notices 
of £20 to motorists who fail to comply 
with instructions to switch their 
engine off.
  
You can find out more about the 
campaign and how you can do your 
bit to improve air quality by visiting:
www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/planning_
environment/environmental/air_
quality/air_Idling.asp

Don’t be an idler EcoCity awards entries now open
Entries are now open for the annual 
EcoCity Awards. 

The EcoCity Awards recognise and reward 
local people for their efforts to make 
Aberdeen a more sustainable city, and are 
open to all individuals, community groups, 
schools, businesses and charities within 
the city.

Winners will receive a certificate, prize and 
use of the EcoCity logo to help towards the 
continued success of their projects. 
The Aberdeen EcoCity Awards, hosted by 
Aberdeen City Council, were established in 
2007 as an annual campaign to recognise, 
reward and promote environmental best 
practice in Aberdeen. 

Following the introduction of three new 
categories in 2016, a further two new 
categories have been added for 2017 – a 
Waste and Recycling Ecocity award aimed 
at businesses and an Energy Efficiency 
Ecocity award.

Categories for the 2017    
EcoCity awards are:
Fairtrade EcoCity Award 
For the individual, organisation or school 
which has most successfully demonstrated 
a commitment to Fairtrade and contributed 
to keeping Aberdeen a Fairtrade City.

Energy Efficiency EcoCity Award 
For the individual, organisation or school 
which has most successfully demonstrated 
a commitment to promoting or facilitating 
energy efficiency measures within a 
domestic or non-domestic building.

Sustainable Travel EcoCity Award
For the individual, organisation or school 
which has most successfully demonstrated 
a commitment to promoting and 
facilitating sustainable travel (walking, 
cycling, car-share, public-transport etc.) 
in Aberdeen.

Waste and Recycling Champion 
EcoCity Award 
For the individual, organisation or school 
in Aberdeen which has most successfully 
demonstrated a commitment to 

promoting or facilitating sustainable waste 
management including waste reduction, 
reuse or recycling. 

Waste and Recycling Business 
Ecocity Award 
For a commercial organisation that can 
demonstrate that it has taken significant 
steps to either reduce, reuse and recycle 
its own waste and/or has taken steps to 
encourage its customers and/or suppliers 
to reduce, reuse and recycle.

Clean-up Champion EcoCity Award 
Two awards recognising the efforts of 
individuals or organisations making 
Aberdeen a more beautiful place by 
picking-up, reducing and recycling litter.

Growing Smarter Individual 
EcoCity Award
For the individual who has most 
successfully promoted, or contributed to, 
enhancing the environment and improving 
the quality of life in Aberdeen.

Growing Smarter Organisation 
EcoCity Award 
For the organisation which has most 
successfully promoted, or contributed to, 
enhancing the environment and improving 
the quality of life in Aberdeen.

Growing Smarter Junior 
EcoCity Award  
For the school (or group of school-aged 
children) that has most successfully 
promoted, or contributed to, enhancing the 
environment and improving the quality of 
life in Aberdeen.

In addition two further awards will 
be made at the award ceremony: the 
Judges Award, For the best new-comer 
or innovative entry as awarded at the 
discretion of the judges and the Overall 
EcoCity Award, for the most inspiring 
entry helping Aberdeen to become a more 
sustainable city.

To enter, or for more information, visit:
www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/planning_
environment/environmental/your_
environment/cma_ecocityawards.asp 
Entries can be made directly through the 
website from now until the 31st August.
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Pupils from Ferryhill Primary 
School visited the Park in 
May to help plant a variety 
of flower seeds that are 
bee friendly.

The pupils helped the Duthie Park 
Ranger Service plant the seeds in 
the Bee Bed at the Floral Courtyard of the 
David Welch Winter Gardens. These included 
Foxgloves, Dwarf Poppies, Nasturtiums and 
Cornflowers, all of which will provide a 
fantastic show of colours for the bees that are 
in the bee hives behind the Winter Gardens.

As part of the project, 
a volunteer from the 
Aberdeen Beekeepers 
Association came along 

with an observation 
demonstration hive.

The pupils were given a presentation 
on the importance of honey bees to our 
environment and given the opportunity to 
see up close the various casts of the honey 
bee including, workers, drones and a well-
marked queen bee.

Bee Bed 
at Winter 
Gardens

Pupils from Ashley Road Primary School 
visited Duthie Park to plant cereal crops in 
the Community Garden.
 
The enthusiastic primary 1 pupils got involved 
in planting barley, wheat, oats, beans and 
potatoes, with the help of the Duthie Park 
Ranger Service and a lecturer from Scotland’s 
Rural College (SRUC). The Duthie Park tractor 
was on hand for the pupils to view and they 
also got involved in making craft scarecrows.

The planting session followed a talk at the 
school by Alex Hilton from SRUC and Arthur 
Gill, Outreach and Training Officer at Duthie 
Park. This was a chance to learn about the 
crops that farmers grow, how they benefit 
our society, as well as agree the crops to be 
grown on each of the plots.

The pupils returned in late June to check on 
the crops, and will return again after their 
summer holidays to help with the harvest. 

Duthie Park 
Farming Project

Fascination 
of Plants
Pupils from around the city were 
invited to the David Welch Winter 
Gardens to take part in a variety of 
exciting workshops to celebrate the 
‘Fascination of Plants Day 2017’.  

The workshops were hosted by both 
Robert Gordon University (RGU), as part 
of a worldwide celebration exploring 
the unique importance of plants and 
how they impact our everyday lives.  

Pupils were able to explore the Winter 
Gardens alongside the Ranger Service 
and discover the plants it holds. 

They became ‘Young Scientists’ 
with staff from RGU, taking part in 
experiments that allowed them  to 
examine plants. Activities included:

 Science of Pizza   

The Science of Pizza workshop 
highlighted the major scientific 
processes that are involved in pizza 
making and answering questions such 
as: Why does bread have holes in it? 
Where does cheese come from? 

 Perfume Workshop   

In this workshop pupils extracted 
aromatic compounds from tea and 
created their own perfume.

 Strawberry DNA   

All living things have a blueprint 
that tells them what to become. 
Pupils had the opportunity to extract 
the instructions (DNA) that tells a 
strawberry to be a strawberry.



The first North East Scotland Biodiversity 
Awards were presented earlier this year 
acknowledging the contribution of schools, 
groups and individuals to local biodiversity.

The awards were presented by the North 
East Scotland Biodiversity Partnership, at 
an event celebrating 20 year of action for 
biodiversity. 
 
An individual 2017 Biodiversity Achievement 
Award was awarded to Lina Elvira-Back 
recognising an extensive range of voluntary 
contributions.  

Lina graduated in Zoology in 
2004, however as jobs in 
the sector were sparse, 
she turned her passion 
for wildlife into a 
hobby instead and 
this continues to be 
an important part 
of her life. A regular 
volunteer for multiple 
organisations; including 
the Bumblebee Conservation 
Trust, North-East Scotland Bat 
group, Grampian Spider Group, Scottish 
Badgers, Plantlife Scotland and various 
other recording schemes. 

Lina also supports the teaching of 

the SRUC Rural Skills Club 
students, the field signs for 
numerous ecological areas. 

Since 2014 Lina has been able 
to apply her ecological knowledge 

in her role as a full time Environmental 
Planner, contributing to the planning 
processes that significantly affect our 
natural heritage every day and trying to 
achieve the best possible outcome for both 
nature and people.

Award 
recognises 
biodiversity 
achievement

The Brighter Bucksburn Community 
Group have been doing fantastic work 
to improve the Auchmill Nature Walk.  

This gem of a site is sandwiched 
between the Auchmill Road west of 
the Haudigan Roundabout and the 
railway line. Created about 30 years 
ago, it has suffered from a lack on 
maintenance in recent years.  

Brighter Bucksburn were awarded 
£12,000 from the Tesco Bags of Help 
funds to bring it back to life.  

The money has funded the resurfacing 
of the path, through the site which 
makes a much more pleasant walk 
than walking along the side of the 
dual carriageway.  

The group worked with students from 
Bucksburn Academy, to build bird and 
bat boxes.  

The students came out to see the 
boxes being put up by the Council 
Tree Squad under the guidance of 
Countryside Officer 
Ian Talboys. They 
will monitor the 
boxes to see if they 
are used and by 
what species. 

The Countryside Rangers have been 
awarded £1,000 from the Tesco Bags 
of Money grants to buy equipment for 
the new Branching Out programme. 

Several of the Rangers are now 
trained to run this programme of 
woodland activities. Clients with 
mental health issues are referred 
to the programme by medical 
professionals, as a part of their 
therapy and recovery process.

The Countryside Rangers would like 
to express thanks to everyone who 
voted for them in the local Tesco 
stores, with their blue tokens.  

Bags of Help

Bird boxes 
Auchmill 
Nature Walk

Once again in the spring, Mac the mandarin 
duck disappeared from Walker Dam and 
Johnston Gardens for several weeks.  

The birdwatchers who ringed him in 2015 
and look out for him in Norway, were 
alerted that he was no longer in his usual 
haunts in Aberdeen.  

As far as we know he was not seen this time 
in Norway, as he was during last March and 
April. But on 31 May, Countryside Officer 
Ian Talboys was at Walker Dam to identify 
the location for a new noticeboard when 
he spotted Mac swimming around with the 
mallard ducks and their ducklings.  

Ian managed to get a few photos of Mac 
and the ring can be seen, but as Mac 
stayed in the water he could not read the 
number to be absolutely certain it is the 
same bird. Though, as very few mandarin 
ducks are ringed we can be fairly sure it is 
the same duck that has been around for 
the last few years.

When Ian spotted Mac he was still in his 
colourful plumage but last year in June he 
went into eclipse plumage. As he moults, 
the old feathers and the new ones come 
through, so he may not be looking his best 
in the coming weeks.

Update 
on Mac 

the Duck 



Green Times is produced in 
March, June, September and 
December each year and 
includes information on local 
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Hazlehead Woods Update
Over the last winter there 
was a lot of work going 
on in Hazlehead Woods, 
around the back of the 
Crematorium and around 
the golf course, to thin 
the woodlands.  

This involved felling about 
a third of the trees, leaving 
the best ones to grow on 
to maturity in the space 
created. The work was 
done by a machine called 
a timber harvester, which 
was followed up with 
a forwarder.  

The harvesting machine can 
cut a tree down, remove the 
side branches and cut 
it into pre-determined 
lengths, in less than a 
couple of minutes.  

The forwarder follows on to 
collect up the timber and it 
takes it to the roadside 
ready for collection to be 
taken away.  

Most of the timber that was 
felled went to make pellets 
that are used to fuel biomass 
boilers to heat schools and 
commercial buildings as a 
carbon neutral fuel. The best 
quality logs went to a sawmill, 
to be made in timber for 
construction purposes.

During the works the red 
squirrels moved out of the 
areas being worked. Before the 
work started any trees with 

active dreys, where red squirrels 
rest and have their young, were 
identified and marked, so that 
they and the trees immediately 
around them were not felled.  

Soon after the machinery left 
the woods the red squirrels 
returned and put on a great 
show for the Ranger Service 
Silent Squirrel Spotting Safari 
event in March, with four red 
squirrels seen simultaneously 
at one point.  

Just before this event, one of 
the squirrel feeder boxes that 
was out as part of the Saving 
Scotland’s Red Squirrel Project 
spring survey was heavily 
chewed. The Rangers set up 
a camera trap trained on the 
feeder and within a couple of 
nights they had some video 
footage of a pine marten 
visiting the box. A pine 
marten was recorded in the 
same area in spring 2016 so it 
looks like it is still around.

Pine martens are very 
difficult to see as they are 
shy animals and are mostly 
active at night. Their range 
has expanded east in recent 
years from their strongholds 
in the west of Scotland and 
in the Highlands.  

There have been a few 
captured on camera traps 
around Aberdeen but the 
ones in Hazlehead Woods 
are the closest so far to the 
city centre.

The final part of the Seaton Park Wetland 
Project has now been completed with the 
installation of the interpretation panels on 
the viewing platform.  

The panels illustrate some of the wildlife 
that is attracted to the area and give a 
brief history of the park.

This year there has been lower rainfall 
than for many years, which has meant 
that the wetland has not had as much 
water as may have been expected. Though 
it still attracted a good range of wildlife 
over the winter and spring. This included 
over 20 teal, over 70 mallard, on at least 
one occasion, as well as regular visits from 
herons and oystercatchers.

Now that summer is here, the wildflowers 
that were sown and planted are starting 
to flower and with ragged robin, forget-
me-not and hawksbit adding a splash 
of colour.

Seaton Park 
Wetland 
Project

Both photographs by Ian Talboys
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What’s On
Outdoor Adventures
This summer the Countryside Ranger 
Service has more events for all. 

Sign up to the Countryside Ranger Service 
email mailing list, for details on events 
and interesting information. Email: 
countrysideranger@aberdeencity.gov.uk
to be added to the mailing list.

Booking is essential for all events. 
To book a place or find out more 
phone or email: 

01224 326429
countrysideranger@
aberdeencity.gov.uk  

 July
Tuesday 25 | 12noon-2pm
Bee Safari
East Tullos Burn
Join Lina-Elvira Back from The Bumblebee 
Conservation Trust and Countryside Ranger 
Rob Rowe, to discover more about the 
world of bees, their role in pollination, find 
out about how they live. Even in the UK, 
there are 250 different species of bee, but 
only one species produces honey.  
What can we do to help bees, especially 
because they help by pollinating our crops? 
This event is part of the Bees, Butterflies 
and Trees Project. Meet at St Fittick’s Church 
on St. Fittick’s Road. First Bus 5 or 12 
goes to Balnagask Road.

Wednesday 26 | 10am-11.30am 
Rock Pooling at Cove
Residents of the rock pools need 
to be tough as life is constantly 
changing and every tide may bring 
in new arrivals. Join a Countryside 
Ranger at Cove for an opportunity to explore 
the rock pools, meet some of the rock pool 
residents and create some wild beach art.
Meet at Colsea Road car park. First Bus 3 
goes to Cove Road. Remember to 
bring wellies.

August
Tuesday 1 | 2pm-4pm 
Look What I Found!
Den of Maidencraig Local Nature Reserve
Enjoy an afternoon of pond dipping and 
mini beast hunting. Discover and record the 
animals we find in the water and on land.
Meet at the Nature Reserve car park on 
Skene Road. First Bus 11 or Stagecoach X17 
go to Skene Road. Remember to bring 
wellies.

Saturday 5 | 8.30pm-11pm
Bat Lovers Walk
Peterculter
Join Countryside Ranger Simon for an 
insight into the world of the bat. You’ll 
be using bat detectors to hear the bats’ 
ultrasonic communication.

Meet at the St Peter’s Heritage 
Centre car park, Station Road East, 
Peterculter. First Bus number 19 
goes to the North Deeside Road 
(A93). Please bring a torch.

Saturday 12 | 2pm-4pm 
Moss & Moor

Scotstown Moor Local Nature Reserve
Take a step back in time to explore the 
history and wildlife of Scotstown Moor 
and Perwinnes Moss, with Countryside 
Ranger Rob.
Meet at the nature reserve car park off 
Scotstown Road, Bridge of Don. First Bus 8 
goes to Dubford Road.

Saturday 19 | 8pm-Midnight 
A Wild Night out at Peterculter
Enter the mysterious world of night 
creatures. This will include setting up sugar 
and light traps to attract moths, which we 
will release unharmed after identification – 
and using detectors to pick up ultrasound 
of hunting bats.

Bring sunglasses/
wide-brimmed 
hat (to shield eyes 
from bright moth trap 
light), midge repellent & torch. Event in 
partnership with Aberdeenshire Council 
Ranger Service & Butterfly Conservation.
Meet at the St Peter’s Heritage Centre car 
park, Station Road East, Peterculter. 
First Bus 19 goes to the North Deeside 
Road (A93).

September
Saturday 16 | 2pm-4pm
Tour of Tullos Hill
Join Countryside Ranger Rob to explore 
the history, archaeology and nature of 
Tullos Hill.
Meet at the new car park for Tullos Hill at 
the end of Altens Farm Road, accessible 
off Hareness Road. First Bus 3 goes to 
Hareness Road.

To book a place or find out more:

01224 326429
 countrysideranger@   
 aberdeencity.gov.uk
NB All out door events will require warm 
clothes sturdy footwear and waterproofs. 

Young people under the age of 16 must 
be accompanied by a responsible adult. 
If, after you have booked, you are not 
able to attend, please phone to cancel 
your booking as there may be others 
on a waiting list.
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