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1. The Inspection 
 

HM inspectorate of education published a report on Standards and 
Quality in Culter School in April 2008 as part of a national sample of 
primary education. Working with the authority, the school prepared an 
action plan indicating how it would address the main points for action 
identified in the original report. Education Officers have visited the 
school to assess the extent to which the school was continuing to 
improve the quality of its work and to evaluate progress made on 
responding to the 2 main points for action in the initial report. 

 
2. Continuous Improvement 
 

Since the inspection the school had continued to improve its work in 
several areas of the curriculum. 
 
Almost all pupils continued to attain or exceed the expected levels for 
their stage in reading writing and mathematics. Systems used to 
monitor and track  individual pupil progress had been refined and were 
closely monitored by the Senior Management Team. 
The school had further developed the use of ICT to support learning 
and to enhance communication within the school community and 
beyond. 
The range of contexts for reading and mathematics had been extended 
and used to provide pupils with greater choice and challenge in their 
learning. 
The school had successfully taken forward a range of initiatives and 
had achieved the ECO schools silver award and commended status in 
Health Promoting schools. The nursery had achieved ICAN 
accreditation for early language and communication. 
The school had also achieved the advised 2 hours of Physical exercise 
and activity for all pupils. 

 
 
3. Progress towards meeting the main points for action 
 

The initial report, published on 22nd April, identified 2 main points for 
action. The following are evaluations of the progress made towards 
meeting the action points and the resulting improvement for pupils and 
other stakeholders. 

 
3.1 To continue to develop more rigorous quality assurance 

procedures including the systematic monitoring of listening and 
talking 

 
The school had made very good progress towards meeting this main 
point for action. 



 
Members of the Senior Management Team had implemented a 
structured, formal programme to monitor learning across the school. 
Within this programme were planned, focussed visits to classrooms 
which were followed up with helpful oral and written advice.  
Promoted staff held termly meetings with class teachers which 
focussed on reviewing progress and setting targets for individual 
pupils.  
 
A clear, well structure programme had been developed to support 
listening and talking across all stages which successfully built upon 
exiting good practice 
 
Forward planning had been improved and included a range of 
appropriate learning activities to support the development of listening 
and talking across the curriculum.  
 
Teachers were now using a wider range of strategies to assess pupils’ 
progress in learning and children were becoming increasingly skilled in 
the use of success criteria to evaluate their own work. 
 
Formal arrangements for recording pupil attainment in listening and 
talking had been put in place and used to monitor progress. 
 

 
3.2 To further increase the capacity for independent learning by 

ensuring appropriate pace and challenge for all pupils, including 
children in the nursery 

 
The school had made good progress with this main point for action. 
 
A range of new resources for reading and mathematics had been 

introduced. 
These were used to extend and develop the range of learning 

experiences,   
promote pupil choice, and to support independent learning. 
 
Teachers were using a wider range of strategies to develop learning. 
The use critical skills had supported and enhanced the use of 
questioning to develop independent thinking and co operative learning 
experiences had helped build confidence and enthusiasm. 
 
Active learning had been further developed and included a range of 
activities which linked learning across the curriculum. Whole school 
events e.g. Science/Technology week, enterprise and health promotion 
activities further enhanced these learning opportunities.  
 
Across the school, almost all pupils were highly motivated and fully 
engaged in their learning. They were encouraged to select and 
investigate topics they were interested in, to present their work in a 
variety of ways and to use criteria to assess and evaluate success.  

 



4. Conclusion  
 

Overall, the school had made good progress towards meeting the main 
points for action and continued to show capacity for improvement. 

 
As was indicated in the initial report, HMIE will make no further visits to 
the school in connection with this inspection. 

 
Education Officers will continue to monitor the work of the school as 
part of the ongoing quality assurance framework. 

 
 
 

Director of Education, Culture and Sport: 
 
 

 
Date:   

 


