POWERING
ABERDEEN:
ABERDEEN’S SUSTAINABLE ENERGY ACTION PLAN
Renewable
energy supports
around 21,000
jobs in Scotland
The energy efficiency
sector in the UK
accounted for about
136,000 jobs and had
sales of £17.6billion in
2010/11

The UK Energy Efficiency strategy
estimates that cost effective investment
in energy efficiency could save
196TWh of energy in 2020- equivalent
to 22 power stations

The UK Government
plans for every home
and business in the UK to
have a smart meter for
electricity and gas by the
end of 2020 .

57.7% of gross
electricity consumption
in Scotland comes from
renewables (March
2016)

The Scottish Government
target is for 100%
gross annual electricity
consumption and 11% of
heat consumption to be
renewable by 2020.

508MW of renewable
energy is generated locally
and by the community in
Scotland

The UK is forecast to invest
$197 Billion in renewable
technology by 2030.

In 2015 the total investment
in renewables in Scotland
was £910M
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Aberdeen, along with every city across the world, faces a
challenge to become smarter, more efficient and significantly
reduce our carbon footprint.

To do this, we need to transform the way we generate and use
energy by being more efficient, increasing our use of renewable
energy and using smarter technologies.

Powering Aberdeen is a collaborative programme to drive the change
necessary to become a smart, low carbon city.

What is our goal?

Our targets

The goal is to reduce carbon emissions. This • 31% reduction in carbon emissions by
2020 from a 2005 baseline.
will in turn improve the health and wellbeing
of our citizens by improving air quality • 50% reduction in emissions by 2030 from
a 2005 baseline.
and reducing energy costs. Collaborative
working will encourage industry growth in
green energy technologies and renewables.
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POWERING ABERDEEN
What do we need to
do to implement
Powering Aberdeen?

Alternative Energy

Leadership
and Engagement

New Technologies

Transition requires effective behaviour change
and leadership. We want to work with leadership
organisations to deliver Powering Aberdeen and
encourage wider engagement across the city.

Sustainable
Transport
Aberdeen is leading the way in the use of green
public transport vehicles to reduce vehicle
emissions. Through Powering Aberdeen we want
to encourage a much wider uptake of hydrogen
and electric vehicles and encourage more
walking, cycling and use of public transport.

ABERDEEN’S SUSTAINABLE ENERGY ACTION PLAN

Aberdeen has one of the most developed heat
networks in the UK. The city can also showcase
a range of renewable technology. Through
Powering Aberdeen we want to encourage
the public, private, commercial and community
sectors to come forward and support further
development of alternative energy sources.

New technologies will play an important role
in helping us find ways to use energy more
efficiently, improve our transport systems and
switch to alternative energy sources. Through
Powering Aberdeen we want to encourage
the development and greater uptake of these
technologies.

Energy Efficiency
Energy use in buildings is the largest part of
Aberdeen’s carbon footprint. Improving the
energy efficiency of existing buildings will
therefore be key to tackling emissions citywide.
In relation to new developments, Aberdeen could
create world class buildings using the latest in
design and technology to reduce emissions from
future buildings.
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HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT

POWERING ABERDEEN
WHY GET INVOLVED?

Save costs

Diversify
your
business

Find new
business
opportunities

PUBLIC BODIES

Attract new
talent and
funding

Build
business
resiliance

ENERGY USERS

Develop effective carbon management
plans and collaborate to reduce costs
and improve services.

Reduce energy use in buildings,
manufacturing and transport, trial new
technology and support innovation in
energy management.

TECHNOLOGY
PROVIDERS

ENERGY SECTOR

Develop new solutions that
help drive the transition to a
low emissions economy.

Invest in renewables, improve
efficiency, contribute to the
decentralisation of energy networks
and support community energy
schemes.
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HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT

POWERING ABERDEEN
TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHT

ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS

Improve driving efficiency; support the
transition to alternative fulled vehicles and
new models for mobility that support the
transition to low carbon mobility.

Build capacity to support the transition to a
low carbon economy and share information
and learning. Help drive innovation and
overcome challenges which will provide new
opportunities for academic institutions to
attract talent and funding.

ABERDEEN CITIZENS
AND COMMUNITY
Reduce emissions in day to day living
which will reduce costs, save energy,
reduce waste and improve general wellbeing. Community groups can play a
part in encouraging action within their
communities.

ABERDEEN’S SUSTAINABLE ENERGY ACTION PLAN

CONSTRUCTION
Increase uptake of energy efficiency
measures in design and construction
and share expertise across the sector.
Bring Aberdeen to the forefront of
developing and evolving low carbon
buildings.
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WHAT IS HAPPENING ALREADY?
Alternative Energy.
• Aberdeen Heat and Power provides a
proportion of the cities social housing stock
with affordable low carbon heat through an
extensive heat network, there is the opportunity
to extend this network.
• The planned Energy from Waste facility and
the new AECC will generate heat and power
which could provide low cost heat to 		
households, businesses and public buildings in
the area.
• Donside Community Hydro harnesses energy
from the river Don to create electricity that will
be sold to the national grid with income
returning to the community.

New Technologies.
• By 2020 every home will have a Smart Meter–
to encourage people to use less energy.
• Aberdeen car club uses sophisticated
technology through a single smart card to book
and access the cars.
• Aberdeen City Council’s digital strategy will
bring high speed fibre optic broadband to large
parts of the city and an extensive WiFi network
which will further enable the development of
digital solutions to reduce emissions.
• Aberdeen City Council is replacing all street
lights with LED lights and looking at how smart
technology can manage the lights more 		
efficiently and also collect other useful data.
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WHAT IS HAPPENING ALREADY?
Energy Efficiency.
• Aberdeen City Council has an ongoing
programme to upgrade their housing stock to
improve quality and energy efficiency.
• NHS Grampian is in the process of replacing
approximately 6,000 lighting units with LEDs
and replacing chiller units, which in
combination with the increased Energy Centre
will reduce the equivalent emissions by 5,700
tonnes of CO2 equivalent per year.
• Robert Gordon University in partnership with
Langstane Housing are piloting cavity wall
insulation schemes for granite properties to
improve their efficiency.
• The new nursery at Aberdeen University is the
first building in Scotland to achieve both
Passive House accreditation and a BREEAM
Excellent rating for the energy-efficient design
concept.

Sustainable Transport.
• Aberdeen has the most extensive network of
hydrogen buses in the UK and is also trialling
duel fuel hydrogen diesel and hydrogen electric
vehicles.
• Electric vehicles are now part of Aberdeen’s car
club fleet and are supported by over 21 		
charging points around the city.
• A new park and ride site is soon to open
at Dyce. This with the existing park and ride
sites makes Aberdeen more accessible to public
transport from surrounding areas.
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PARTNERSHIP WORKING
Through Powering Aberdeen we want to actively
encourage the public sector, businesses, the community
and individual citizens to come forward and work with us
to deliver change.
This may involve large scale transformative thinking or small scale
projects that have an impact at local level. We want to draw on the
skills and expertise in the Aberdeen economy to come up with new and
innovative solutions.
“We are keen to hear from anyone who has ideas or
projects they would like to work with us on. We are also
keen to hear from anyone who is developing exciting
initiatives or programmes which we can learn from and
share to increase uptake across the city.”
Terri Vogt
Powering Aberdeen Programme Manager
Planning and Sustainable Development
Communities, Housing and Infrastructure
Aberdeen City Council
Business Hub 4 Ground Floor North
Marischal College
Aberdeen
AB10 1AB

( 07584275914
* TeVogt@aberdeencity.gov.uk
8 www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/council_government/shaping_aberdeen/
SustainableEnergyActionPlan.asp

We have established a Steering Group to help guide the work of Powering Aberdeen which includes a number of our partners committed
to contributing to Powering Aberdeen.

