
 

 

Aberdeen City Council  

Report to Parents in response to 
Follow-through to the HMIE Inspection 
of Balgownie School  

1. The Inspection      

 

 

Balgownie School was inspected by Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Education (HMIE) as part of a national sample of 

primary education and the resulting report was published in October 2004. Working with the authority, the school 

prepared an action plan indicating how they would address the main points for action indicated in the report. A 

follow through inspection was carried out by HMIE and a further report was published in November 2006. 

As a result of the good overall progress made by the school and the education authority in addressing the main 

points for action, HMIE made no further visits to the school in connection with the report of November 2006. 

However, the education authority is required to provide parents with a further report on the progress made by the 

school in improving reporting on their children’s progress and in raising attainment in reading, writing and 

mathematics, within a year of the publication of this report. 

Since the initial and follow through inspections, Balgownie School had amalgamated with Upper Westfield School to 

form Braehead School. This progress report is based upon progress in academic session 2006/07 and refers only 

to pupils attending Balgownie School. 

2. Continuous Improvement  

Since the inspection and follow through, the Headteacher and the school staff, with support from the education 

authority, had demonstrated a high level commitment to improving the school.  

Planning for amalgamation of the two schools had been a challenge for the school but raising attainment remained 

a high priority. Overall, there had been an improvement in attainment in reading, writing and mathematics by the 

end of session 2006/07. However, there was still capacity for further improvement in attainment, particularly in 

writing and mathematics.  
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3. Progress towards meeting the main points for action 

The follow through report identified that the education authority should provide parents with a further report on the 

progress made by the school in addressing two main aspects.  

3.1 improving reporting on their children’s progress: 

Overall, the school had made very good progress in meeting this point for action. Advice had been sought from 

other sources, including schools where good practice had been acknowledged and from the Local Authority 

Curriculum Support Officer with responsibility for Assessment and Reporting. Following consultation, staff 

concentrated on writing reports on individual pupils which included improved next steps, using appropriate 

statements drawn from comment banks. Parental response to the new format had been generally very positive.    

3.2 raising attainment in reading, writing and mathematics:  

Overall, there had been an improvement in attainment in reading, writing and mathematics by the end of session 

2006/07.  

There had been a significant increase in the percentage of pupils attaining the appropriate national levels in reading 

and attainment was now above both the average in the local authority and in comparator schools. There had been a 

slight increase in the percentage of pupils attaining the appropriate national levels in writing but attainment was still 

slightly below both the average in the local authority and comparator schools. In mathematics, there was also a 

slight increase in the percentage of pupils attaining the appropriate national levels and although attainment was still 

slightly below that of the local authority, it was in line with that of comparator schools.  

In session 2006/07, overall performance of pupils in Primary 7 was particularly strong in reading, writing and 

mathematics.  

 

 



 

 

4 Conclusion 

Overall, the school had made good progress in improving reports on the children’s progress and in raising 

attainment in reading, writing and mathematics.  

The Head Teacher at the time of inspection had been confirmed as Head Teacher of the amalgamated school and 

a Depute Head Teacher had been appointed in an acting capacity.  

The amalgamated school shows capacity for improvement and is fully committed to engaging with officers of the 

Local Authority to further raise standards at Braehead School.  

 

David Leng 

Head of Service Culture & Learning 

Neighbourhood Services (North Area) 

November 2007 

 


