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Dear ,
 
Thank you for your information request of 1 August 2017.  Aberdeen City Council (ACC) has
completed the necessary search for the information requested.

 
How many continuous, automatic monitoring sites for air pollution do you operate?
How many non-automatic monitoring sites (diffusion tubes) for air pollution do you operate?
This information is published annually and is available at
 
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/planning_environment/environmental/air_quality/air_AirQuality.asp
 
and
 
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/planning_environment/environmental/air_quality/air_Reports.asp
 
As How many continuous, automatic monitoring sites for air pollution do you operate and How
many non-automatic monitoring sites (diffusion tubes) for air pollution do you operate is
otherwise accessible on our website at the links provided above, it is exempt from disclosure.  In
order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Regulation 13 of the EIRs, ACC hereby gives
notice that we are refusing your request under the terms of Regulation 6(1)(b)  - Information Already
Publicly Available - of the EIRs.
 
For each of the last three calendar years, can you give me full details of all instances where the
automatic and non-automatic monitoring sites were not being in operation.
 
For each site this should include; the site name, whether it is a automatic or non-automatic
locatipn, how long each outage lasted and what was the reason for it not being in operation (i.e.
broken down / maintenance / removed to accommodate construction etc) .
There are targets for data capture and these are detailed in the reports available in the link provide
above.  Where data capture does not meet the target the reasons are detailed in the report. There
are over 60 air quality monitoring sites across the city. It would require a substantial amount of time
for an officer to look over all the data for each site for the last 3 years to provided details of each
outage and how long it lasted and then reference to a reason for not being in operation.
 
ACC is unable to provide you with information on For each of the last three calendar years, full
details of all instances where the automatic and non-automatic monitoring sites were not being
in operation including; the site name, whether it is an automatic or non-automatic location, how
long each outage lasted and what was the reason for it not being in operation (i.e. broken down /
maintenance / removed to accommodate construction etc) as it is excepted from disclosure. In
order to comply with its obligations under the terms of Regulation 13 of the EIRs, ACC hereby gives
notice that we are refusing your request under the terms of Regulation 10(4)(b) – Manifestly
Unreasonable - of the EIRs.
 
Some information is already publicly available at the linked reports above but to provide all the
details requested would require an officer within Environmental Health to identify the required



instances and extract the requested information from the details held. As stated above, there are
over 60 air quality monitoring sites across the city. To identify all instances over the last 3 years and
extract all requested details would incur a significant amount of work, hindering that officers ability
to work on their current projects and thus potentially delaying more pressing work.
 
If there are any particular sites identified in the linked reports that you are most interested in, please
let us know.
 
We hope this helps with your request.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Information Compliance Team
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE HANDLING OF YOUR REQUEST
 
As the information which you requested is environmental information, as defined under Regulation
2(1) of the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (the EIRs), ACC considered that it
was exempt from release through FOISA, and must therefore give you notice that we are refusing 
your request under Section 39(2) of FOISA (Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002).  However,
you have a separate right to access the information which you have requested under Regulation 5 of
the EIRs, under which ACC has handled your request. Please refer to the attached PDF for more
information about your rights under the EIRs.
 
 
Information Compliance Team
Customer Service
Corporate Governance
Aberdeen City Council
3rd Floor North
Business Hub 17
Marischal College
Broad Street
ABERDEEN AB10 1AQ

foienquiries@aberdeencity.gov.uk 

Tel 03000 200 292
 
*03000 numbers are free to call if you have ‘free minutes’ included in your mobile call plan.
Calls from BT landlines will be charged at the local call rate of  10.24p per minute (the same as 01224s).
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