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Introduction and Summary

It gives me great pleasure to present the annual report for Aberdeen City and
Aberdeenshire Archives for 2014/15. During the year, the archive has been
involved in significant outreach and education work. The team has also
collaborated with the University of Aberdeen, following the UNESCO recognition
awarded in 2013 for the Aberdeen Burgh Registers.

The service is jointly funded by Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire Councils. It
exists to collect, preserve, promote and make publicly available the historical
records of the two local authorities, together with other significant records relating
to the region. The archive provides a service for the general public at a local,
national and international level. It also serves staff and elected members of both
councils. With records dating back over 800 years, the users of the service are as
diverse as the archives themselves including school pupils, academics,
councillors and family historians.

Members of staff have worked positively to further develop existing partnerships
with other organisations, to raise the profile of the archive and to increase the
number of people engaging with the service either in person or through social
media and the internet, which now stands at a higher level than ever before.

As usual, 2014/15 was a busy one for promotional and outreach activities which
ranged from organising a major family history event at Haddo House to mark the
second ‘Year of Scottish Homecoming’, through to an exhibition of archive
material at the Tolbooth Museum during the summer of 2014.

Grant awards totalling £15,000 from the National Manuscripts Conservation Trust
and the Leche Trust have enabled conservation work to be carried out on the
Aberdeenshire Assessed Tax Rolls, a series of records covering the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.

Notable accessions in the course of the year included a collection of photographs
of First World War servicemen which had been found under the pulpit of a church
in Lumsden in a poor condition. The Archive has also taken into care the majority
of the of historic Grampian Police records following the reorganisation of Police
Scotland. The archive buildings are now at capacity with a key priority being
additional storage so that there continues to be a suitable home for the archives
of the north east of Scotland.

The recognition gained and the progress made in 2014-15 is a credit to the
enthusiasm of the staff and their continued commitment to providing a
professional and highly respected service. The beginning of 2015 saw the
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departure of a couple of staff, including our longest serving member of the team,
who is now Archivist with NHS Grampian. We look forward to getting the team
back up to full strength for the year ahead.

Phil Astley, City Archivist.

May 2015
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Access and enquiries
A major part of the Archive service is devoted to providing access to the
collections in its care. Enquiries and visits come from individuals in the North
East of Scotland, from further afield in Scotland, England and abroad, and also
from within the two councils that fund the service. Basic statistics for this are
provided below.

Town House (TH) Statistics

2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 +/- from 2013/14
Enquiries 301 385 218 -167 (-43%)
Visits 337 338 210 -128 (-38%)
Productions 1280 4024 2864 -1160 (-29%)

Old Aberdeen House (OAH) Statistics *

2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 +/- from 2013/14
Enquiries 449 490 462 -28 (-5%)
Visits 337 393 523 +130 (+33%)
Productions 2005 1790 1946 +156 (+9%)

* Aberdeenshire Council statistics as follows:

2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 +/- from 2013/14
Enquiries 244 382 288 -94 (-24%)
Productions 994 708 870 +162 (+23%)

Total Statistics for TH and OAH

2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 +/- from 2013/14
Enquiries 750 875 680 -195 (-22%)
Visits 674 731 733 +2 (+0.3%)
Productions 3285 5814 4810 -1004 (-17%)
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Where visitors travelled from to see the search rooms, 2014-2015

Aberdeen Aberdeenshire Moray
Rest of
Scotland

UK outwith
Scotland International

362 236 7 49 43 36

Usage of the service as a whole has decreased slightly over the past year,
although productions of items and visits to the Old Aberdeen House reading
room are up, and the number of visits to both Archive buildings has remained
level. The breakdown of where visitors have come from shows that the majority
of users are from Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire.

The downturn in the number of visits at the Town House may be due to continued
access restrictions to the Union Street side of the Town House. Access was
made more difficult in the last half of the year by the introduction of scaffolding
around the building as part of emergency roofing work that has carried on beyond
2014/15.

Making records available online may also have played a part in the reduced
number of enquiries at the Town House reading room. Burial registers held at the
Town House are now all available to search and view via the Deceased Online
website (www.deceasedonline.com) which had 1041 views of Aberdeen and
Aberdeenshire images in 2014/15. Not only will this alternative access have
reduced the number of visits and productions (due to the reduced number of
family history visits), it will also have reduced remote enquiries to the service
about these records. In addition, our online public access catalogue
(www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/archivescatalogue) continues to expand, providing an
online resource available to the public to search for answers to questions about
the collections which would previously have been answered by staff.

Enquiry Types

The majority of enquiries and visits that are received by the Archives Service are
still mainly for family history purposes (249 were defined as Family History
enquiries in 2014/15), but a significant number are also received about other
local matters (155 were defined as Local History enquiries in 2014/15). We get
requests from academics, (on topics ranging from the production of Robertson’s
map of Aberdeenshire, Banffshire and Kincardineshire, to the history of local
libraries), requests from schools about their own history (e.g. the date and reason
for the adoption of their badge and motto), planning requests from building
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owners for old house plans, and requests from the public on political matters (e.g.
establishing the adoption status of a road, common good status of land etc).

The most varied enquiries and visits are from council departments. Between
2014 and 2015 requests for information have included:

• The burgh status of a town in Aberdeenshire
• The history of Aberdeenshire Council’s provosts
• The date of an extension to a school playground
• The transfer of Countesswells Estate to the Gammell family in the 19th

century
• The installation of a steam locomotive in Seaton Park

In each case a preferential service to research information has been provided to
the councils that have requested it – Aberdeenshire Council staff enquiries alone
totalled over 55 hours work last year. In most instances information has been
provided remotely to save Council staff time in travelling to our offices to locate
this information themselves.

Extended Opening Hours

In 2014, the service extended opening hours from May to September. Old
Aberdeen House remained open to the public until 6.30pm on Tuesdays by
appointment. Based on the number of visitors listed above, the revised opening
hours did not prove to be as popular as had been anticipated and so the
extended opening hours facility will be reviewed during 2015-16.

Remote Access

The service maintains various sources of information on the internet to inform
potential researchers about what is held in the collections, ranging from general
information about collections on www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/archives, to itemised
lists available at the Online Public Access Catalogue at
www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/archivecatalogue.

Online Public Access Catalogue

Work has been ongoing since 2009 to populate the Online Public Access
Catalogue (OPAC) with completed itemised lists of collections, either through
new cataloguing, or retrospective checking and typing up of old lists. By 7 May
2015 lists for a further 17 collections had been added to it. This brings the total
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number of collection lists on the OPAC to 349 collections, containing 42760
individual entries.

Notable collections added to the OPAC in 2014/15 include:

AS/Bbnf Banff Burgh (1372-1975)

ASC/2/4 Aberdeenshire Council Social Work and Housing Committee
Meeting Agendas and Associated Papers (1995 – 2005)

ASC/3/1 Formartine Area Committee Agendas (1996-2000)
ASC/3/2 Buchan Area Committee Agendas & Associated Papers (1996-

2005)

CA/14/9 Aberdeen City: Harbour Commissioners' Plans (1686-1881)
CA/19/11 Aberdeen City Poll Books for Elections of Councillors (1833-

1871)
DD1551 Papers of Lawson, Turnbull, & Co. Ltd. (1902-1943)
DD1861 John Morgan Collection (1825-1984)
DD1878 Auchindoir and Lumsden Roll of Honour (c. 1920)

DD1813 Stonehaven Heritage Society Collection (1798-1970)

DD1828 Fenton Wyness Papers (20th Century)
DD1880 Aberdeenshire Burghs Association (1960-1975)
DD1881 Plans of Aberdeenshire and Moray Harbours (1824-1900)

DD1887 Sederunt Book of the Executry of George McPherson Esquire of
Gibston (1864-1894)

DD1922 Records of All Saints Episcopal Church, Hilton (1930-1972)
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Website and Social Media

Website
The online presence of the archives service has continued with promotion via the
service website, Facebook, Twitter and other social media platforms.

The website at www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/archives is updated regularly,
particularly the homepage, which received a total of 13,657 hits in 2014/15. This
is used to notify users of events, public holiday closures, and additions to the
catalogue and indexes. Volunteer projects are uploaded onto the site where
appropriate.

The website is also used to link to other projects, such as the Burgh Register
Project in conjunction with the University of Aberdeen, and the Hard Vrocht Grun
project with Aberdeenshire Council.

Social Media
The archives have continued to take advantage of the informality of social media
this year to further engage with the wider community outside its traditional user
base.

Charles Alexander Smith from DD1878:
Auchindoir and Lumsden Roll of Honour

Image from John Morgan’s “A Thousand
Miles Up the Nile, MCMII”, DD1861: John

Morgan Collection
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Twitter
Twitter has seen an increase in the number of followers, with over 1000 now
following the account (@abdnarchives) to keep up to date with the activity of the
service. It also allows the service to see what other archive services on Twitter
are up to, making it a useful networking tool to share and link into news and ideas
across the UK and further afield.

The output on Twitter often mirrors that of the main website and Facebook, but it
is also used when joining in on trending topics. The use of hashtags allows us to
link in with trends, thus maximising our Twitter audience.

Facebook
The Archives Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/aberdeencityandshirearchives has continued to see an
increase in users in 2014/2015. With an established presence, the site now has
over 3,400 ‘likes’, with stories and features regularly shared.

Users of Facebook are comfortable interacting online, and we make an effort to
reply to comments and questions where appropriate. We also receive enquiries
via the private messaging function which are also responded to. Again, the most
popular posts are those of historical photographs of the built environment of
Aberdeen and the surrounding area, and these have helped to increase the
number of likes to the page.

Facebook is also used to keep people up to date with projects, to show what the
archives are like behind the scenes, and what the staff are up to. It permits a
another way of interacting with our users, both remote and local.

History Pin
The service also uses History Pin to promote aspects of the collections. This is a
social media tool that allows images to be pinned to a location on a map, and
virtual tours to be developed from these. The latest tour shows some
photographs of the shop fronts on Union Street from the 1970s and 1980s
alongside their 2014 frontages. Some shops remain, but many have changed,
moved premises, or closed. It can be viewed at http://tinyurl.com/nl85bz8
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Preservation and Conservation

The conservation for 2014/15 focussed on 2 collections: Aberdeen County
Assessed Tax records and ledgers of the textile firm Richards PLC, rescued from
the site of the Broadford Works in Aberdeen.

Conservation of Aberdeen County Assessed Tax Records

In June 2014 Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire Archives was awarded £10,000
by the National Manuscript Conservation Trust (NMCT) towards the cost of
conservation on the Aberdeen County Assessed Tax Records.
This collection of 118 volumes covers every year between 1799-1832 and
records annual details relating to various taxes payable by individuals in the
county area, such as how many windows were in their buildings, how many
horses they owned, how many servants they employed, how much is owed and
by whom etc.
The information recorded in the collection gives a detailed record of life and the
economy right down to parish level in North East Scotland during a time of great
national change. They are also the only complete surviving Scottish Assessed
Tax record for the years of 1799-1832 and they therefore represent an almost
uniquely complete socio-economic record of rural and urban development in
Scotland outside Edinburgh at the beginning of the nineteenth century.
The collection has great potential for development of projects involving
academics, family historians, and communities focussing on learning more about
the history and people in localities of North East Scotland.
However, its condition is such that over half the volumes are inaccessible, and
the amount awarded by the NMCT, combined with the conservation budget
dedicated to Aberdeenshire’s collections, has allowed work to be started on the
highest priority items.
More money is needed to be able to continue this project, and a further £5000
has already been awarded from the Leche Trust towards conservation on more
volumes in the collection. Further sources of funding for the project will be
explored in the financial year 2015/16.

Richards PLC Ledgers

The Richards PLC collection was rescued from the site of the now closed
Broadford Works in 2011. The textile firm was a significant part of the history of
Aberdeen from Victorian times until its closure in 2004.
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At the point of reception 29 large ledger volumes were immediately isolated from
all other collections as they were noticeably damp and mouldy, with some also
having insect infestation. This year it was possible to have the volumes treated
by Harwell Restoration Services in order to rectify these problems, and thus
make them accessible again.

Management of Archives

Cataloguing

As is previously noted, the OPAC has continued to be populated with newly
completed lists, and cataloguing has played a major part in that process.
Between 1 April 2014 and 31 March 2015, 1820 new catalogue entries were
created in our electronic cataloguing system. Of these, 893 were marked as
being on the OPAC.

New Deposits (Accessioning)

The archive service collects records from a variety of sources. The majority of our
new deposits come from departments in Aberdeen City Council, Aberdeenshire
Council and some records provided by the Moray Council. In addition to these, a
number also come from external sources such as social groups, charitable and
civic organisations, and private individuals.

Notable deposits for the year 2014/15 include:

• Banff & Buchan District Planning Files, c.1950 – 1990
• Auchindoir and Lumsden Photographic Roll of Honour, 1914 – 1918
• Aberdeenshire & Moray Harbour Plans, 1824 – 1900
• Records of the Aberdeen Waldorf School, 1977 – 2014
• Papers of John M. Henderson’s Machines Ltd., c.1920 – 1985
• Plans of Aberdeen City Buildings including 18th Century Houses and

Belmont Cinema, 1732 – 1990
• Papers of Hatton of Cairnie Farm, Garlogie, c.1871 – 1960
• A detailed series of printed maps of lands within the boundaries of

Aberdeen City and Aberdeen County, 1809 – 1931
• Piper Alpha Trust Fund, 1988-1990s
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Statistics for new deposits:

Authority * 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15
Aberdeenshire 52 63 64
Aberdeen City 22 16 20
Moray 12 1 1
GVJB 1 0 1
Total 87 80 86

* The local authority will not always be the depositor, The figures represent a combination of deposits from
external sources and council departments. It is common for external organisations and private individuals to
gift collections to the Archive Service, in which case the authority covering the area that the records relate to
will be designated as the owner.

Outreach and Promotion

Actively promoting the service to a wide variety of users is fundamental to
building and maintaining a high profile for the archive. During 2014-15 the
service organised an active and diverse programme of outreach and promotion,
as follows:

Burgh Records Project

The early minute books or “Council Registers” for Aberdeen start in 1398 and
constitute the oldest and most complete set of records for any Scottish town.
Consequently they are of national and indeed international significance, being
inscribed on UNESCO’s UK Memory of the World Register in 2013.

In 2014, the Archive collaborated with the University of Aberdeen’s Research
Institute of Irish and Scottish Studies (RIISS) and for the first time with the
University’s Department of Computing Sciences in a project entitled ‘A Text
Analytic Approach to Rural and Urban Legal Histories’. Funded by ‘dot.rural’, the
Research Council UK’s Digital Economy Hub, the project applied text analytic
tools to enrich 100 pages of transcribed text from Burgh Register vol.13 (1530-
1531) in order to make the information contained within it more accessible.

Given the academic interest in this latest project and the desire of all those
involved to facilitate much wider access to these important records, the intention
is now to widen its scope to include the Burgh Registers from 1398-1511 (some
5000 pages). To this end, a funding bid has been submitted to the Leverhulme
Trust, the outcome of which is expected in 2016.
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The interest in the Burgh Registers has generated a number of associated
initiatives including a poetry workshop which used the archives as a source of
inspiration, as well as presentations to an invited audience by third year history
undergraduates who had researched and developed potted biographies of
individuals mentioned in the Burgh Register covering 1530-1531.

Ancestral Tourism

The Archive service has continued to take a lead role in promoting ancestral
tourism in the region. The City Archivist chairs the Aberdeen and North East
Scotland Ancestral Tourism Partnership (ANESATP), an affiliation of regional
archives, registrars, family history societies and other organisations from the
public, private and voluntary sectors that promote genealogical and heritage
resources to visitors both at home and abroad. ANESATP has built up a strong
reputation and is frequently cited at a national level as an example of good
practice.

Under the banner of the partnership, much of the year was devoted to planning a
major family history event at Haddo House and Country Park as part of
Homecoming 2014. The event was held between the 8th-10th August, featuring a
family and local history fair at which organisations from across the region as well
as national institutions were represented. A programme of talks included an
opening event featuring the author and broadcaster James Naughtie. Traditional
music and a food and drink fair helped ensure that the event appealed to as wide
an audience as possible and helped it receive significant media coverage.
Another event is planned for 2015, this time taking place at the Town Hall in
Stonehaven on the 26th September.

For the first time in its history, the national family history event, “Who Do You
Think You Are? Live” was held in Scotland, at the SECC in Glasgow between the
29th and the 31st August 2014. In conjunction with ANESATP the Archive had a
stand at the popular event which drew a total crowd of around 4000 visitors.

Exhibitions

2014 was the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of the First World War. Aberdeen
Art Gallery and Museums staged a major exhibition to mark the occasion entitled
“Aberdeen’s War”. The exhibition, located at the Art Gallery, drew a large
audience and included a number of items loaned by the archive.

Following on from the UNESCO recognition for the Aberdeen Burgh Registers in
2013, we collaborated with the Museum Service on an exhibition to showcase the
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breadth and depth of the records held by the Archive. ‘The Best in Scotland’
exhibition was held at the Tolbooth Museum between May and August 2014
pulling in some 8508 visitors. We also provided two lunchtime talks to coincide
with the exhibition.

As part of the Aberdeen Burgesses of Guild 800th ‘birthday’ celebrations, we
exhibited several documents at February’s official dinner at the Beach Ball Room
as well as contributing the majority of the text and images for the souvenir
programme.

Talks and Visits

Invitations to speak to various community and educational organisations are a
regular feature in the calendar of the service and while they may take time to
prepare, they are a great way to engage with the public on a personal level. In
2014-15 these groups included the likes of the Aberdeen Historical Society, St.
Fittick’s Rotary Club, Alford Heritage Society and the Scottish Records
Association. Guided tours of the two buildings are also very popular and give
people an opportunity to see ‘behind the scenes’.

A total of 42 talks and visits were carried out in the course of the year; 16 were
City events, 13 were Aberdeenshire events, and 13 were joint City and
Aberdeenshire events. These ranged from the City Archivist speaking to the
Archives and Records Association about Ancestral Tourism, through to a talk to
the Aberdeen Business and Professional Club at the Marcliffe Hotel.

Promoting the service to internal staff

As well as promoting the public service within the wider community of North East
Scotland, staff have also been active in promoting the corporate side of its
service. The Archive is more than just basic storage for council records that have
been selected for permanent preservation. In particular, Aberdeen City and
Aberdeenshire Archives provides a research and retrieval service for council
departments should they need access to historical information in order to conduct
their business. It is therefore important to promote the resource within Aberdeen
City Council and Aberdeenshire Council.

During 2014/15, promotion has been undertaken mostly in person: tours of the
Charter Room were provided to staff and official visitors in Aberdeen City
Council, whilst a talk about an aspect of the service was delivered to the
Environment Team in Aberdeenshire Council.
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Education

Educational outreach has again featured prominently in the work of the Archive
Service in 2014/15.

The ‘Arts Across Learning Festival’ run by Aberdeen City Council was again very
successful. This year the Archives joined forces with an illustrator, taking the
design of marbled paper as well as 15th century doodles as inspiration for art
work with pupils from three primary schools.

The increasingly strong link between the Archive Service and Aberdeen
University resulted in several visits from groups of students and their tutors
wishing to gain an overview of the sources that the archive holds. The visitors
included medics and history undergraduates.

Educational work was carried out with the Aberdeenshire Heritage Education
Partnership in which the Archives Service has played a leading role since its
formation in 2010. This partnership, which also includes representatives from
Aberdeenshire Registrars, Aberdeenshire Libraries and Aberdeenshire Council
Arts Development Team, aims to promote the services of its representative
organisations in education through the creation of resources for schools and
teachers.

Much of the work concentrated on the completion of the classroom resources for
the Heritage Lottery funded ‘Hard Vrocht Grun’ (HVG) project to support teaching
of the local aspect of the history of the First World War in Aberdeenshire
secondary schools. The project produced packs on three First World War topics
(available at http://www.nefa.net/hvg/index.htm). These provide guidance and
source material to introduce secondary school students to the process of
research and its application to wider creative arts projects.

Arts practitioners initiated four large pilot projects in Aberdeenshire secondary
schools to test all three packs. The results of these were displayed at a launch
event on 13 November 2014 in front of an invited audience including teachers,
the convener of Aberdeenshire Council’s Education, Learning and Leisure
Committee, and a representative from Education Scotland. The content of the
students’ displays demonstrated the powerful potential for ways in which the
resources can be used to study the topic of the First World War from new and
exciting angles. They included graffiti art about remembrance, a live debate on
conscientious objection, life-size statues of characters the pupils had ‘discovered’
in the resources, and powerful shadow puppetry dramas highlighting stories
about the effect of loss and shortages caused by the War.
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The HVG resources continue to grow and develop even beyond the major phase
completed last year. The Gordon Schools used all three topic packs with S3
pupils to provide a wider context to its work on the memorial window in the
school, which has recently received funding towards its restoration. New
elements were included on the website, including a major work produced by
Inverurie Academy exploring the history behind the names on its local war
memorial. Work is also underway with Education Scotland to develop more Scots
language opportunities within the topic packs.

Several promotional visits were made to educational network groups in the last
year, such as the History Teacher’s Professional Support Group in
Aberdeenshire, and the Stonehaven Primary School Cluster.

Other school visits throughout the year included:

 A ‘Horrible Histories’ activity session with an S2 group at Ellon Academy
 A visit to Alford Academy Young Researchers group to promote archives

relating to Alford that could help in their work
 A talk and activity session with a P2 class at Kingswells Primary School

about archives.
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Conservation work being undertaken on an Aberdeen County Assessed Tax Roll by the Highland Council
Conservation Centre in 2014/15


