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Ferryhill
1.2

1 Introduction
1.1 Profile
Designation Date
Extended
Previous character appraisals
Article 4 Direction
Size (hectares)
Number of character areas
Number of listed buildings

Buildings at Risk
Scheduled Ancient Monuments
Adjoining Conservation Areas
Sites and Monuments Record

12 April 1977
21 October 1998, added 1.4 hectares
yes
23.2
n/a
n/a
Total 18
Cat A 1
Cat B 7
Cat C 10
0
0
Bon-Accord and Crown Street; Marine Terrace
with very close proximity to Great Western Road
26

Summary of significance

Ferryhill is a fine example of mid to late 19th
century suburban expansion in Aberdeen. As
such it gives physical expression to the rise
of the growing middle classes at that time and
their social aspirations. The area is separated
from Aberdeen by the Howe Burn with access
by the Hardgate. Ferryhill’s built environment
is characterised by villas, semi-detached
and terraced residential properties as well as
numerous late 20th century flatted developments.

Ferryhill Road
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Location of the conservation areas within the City of Aberdeen

Caledonian Place

N
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2 Location, history & development
2.1

Location

Ferryhill is situated approximately ½ kilometres
to the south of the city centre. It extends
from the western extremity of Fonthill Road;
Devanha Gardens to the east, where it abuts
Marine Terrace Conservation Area; the
corner of Polmuir Road and Duthie Park to
the south and the junction of Bon-Accord
Street and Willowbank Road in the north.
2.2

Development history

Named due to a ferry crossing point on the
River Dee, the area was rural until the mid
19th century. The uses were mainly agriculture,
salmon fishing and brick and pottery works with
some large villas such as Ferryhill House. In
the 18th century it was in the ownership of three
principal feus - The Lands of Ferryhill, Clayhills
and part of Pitmuckston and the central feature
the ‘Round O’. Separated from Aberdeen by
the Vale of Howe Burn, Ferryhill was accessed
from the Hardgate. In the 19th century there
were a number of distilleries (Devanha and
Bon-Accord) and breweries (Duthie and
Devanha) as well as market gardens just north
of the boundary at the modern day Bon Accord
Gardens; mills; railways and tramcars. All
have since disappeared from the area.

Top: Hardgate
Bottom: Eastbank, Fonthill Road

Top: Ferryhill Road
Bottom : Devanha Gardens West

Bon-Accord Street was laid out in 1814 and
before long was extended south giving access
to the Ferryhill area enabling residential
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development. The earliest houses were
detached villas set in substantial grounds
such as Ferryhill House shown on Woods
map of 1828. The house originally stood in
a wooded area and its boundaries were what
are now Ferryhill Road and Fonthill Road.
Although the majority of the land has now been
developed, Ferryhill House survives as one of
the oldest and grandest dwellings in Ferryhill.

Around the late 1850’s other residential villas
were spaciously laid out, with some of the
planning being in the hands of Archibald Simpson.
As development pressure increased however
these villas were bought and further developed
alongside the adjoining land creating terraces.
The late 19th and early 20th centuries saw rapid
residential development of the area. Ferryhill
was incorporated into the City of Aberdeen
following the Extension and Improvement Act
of 1883 and was linked to the tramway in 1903.

Historical development maps for Ferryhill conservation area
1866-99

1900-02

N
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Top: Fonthill Road
Bottom: Caledonian Place

Top: Ferryhill Road
Bottom: Albury Place

1959-68

2012

N
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3 Character
3.1

Plan 1 : Listing Buildings in the Ferryhill area

Setting

The topography is generally flat with gentle
slopes rising a total of 20 meters over the length
of the area. There is a ridgeline that runs east
to west through the centre of the area. There
are long views north south on Whinhill Road
and east west along Fonthill Road. There is no
distinct planned street pattern and many feus
of the earlier villas were later subdivided. It is
likely that some of the streets were developed
following some field boundaries such as Bon
Accord Street. Most streets have developed
organically, where and when needed, as offshoots from the main historical routes that served
the area - Fonthill Road (originally St Machar
Place), Ferryhill Road and latterly the extension
to Bon Accord Street. Many of the streets
also follow the topography of Ferryhill, running
with the grain of the land north to south (Bon
Accord Street, Albury Road and Ferryhill Road)
or along the ridgeline such as Fonthill Road.

N
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Aberdeen City Council 100023401 2012.

Key to listed building categories
Category A
Category B
Category C
Historic roads, pre1828
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3.2

Built environment

3.2.1

Typical building forms and features

The Conservation Area has a mixture of
architectural styles mostly developed during
and since the latter part of the 19th century.
The variety in architectural detailing partly relates
to the area’s historical development where the
large original villas and grounds of the mid 19th
century were developed by different architects,
builders and freeholders who chose what
particular details should be incorporated into their
construction. Most of late 19th century housing
was laid out in as semi detached properties or
in terraces and reflects the relatively small scale
development pattern created as the larger villa
plots were sub divided. There is a significant
amount of late 20th and early 21st century
flatted developments in the Conservation Area.
Most 19th century residential buildings have
bay windows as well as private front and rear
gardens, which demonstrates that this area
was built to appeal to the middle classes with
greater social aspirations. Although there are
differences in the building forms used, the
uniform basic design and the continuous high
quality architectural detailing and use of materials
means the properties blend well together.
The primary routes of Fonthill and Ferryhill
Roads are marked by three storey terraced
tenements with small front forecourts and
by generous two storey houses with strong
decorative architectural features, front gardens

with boundary walls. Bay windows are a
common building motif across the area, mostly
running the full height. In addition to a strong
vertical emphasis the bay window features also
introduce rhythm into the streetscape. Status
is marked by the use of decorative features
such as substantial front doorways usually with
fanlights above; wrought ironwork at first floor
level, as well as by carved bargeboards and
crenelated parapets. More obvious use is in
the turrets and domes that are found on some
buildings especially corner ones, such as the
eastern corner of Fonthill and Albury Roads.
Much of the south side of Fonthill Terrace
is unusual as the Aberdeen cottage built
form is used, which is widely used in
Marine Terrace and Albyn Place/Rubislaw
Conservation Areas. Some properties, such
as those on Albury Road were designed to
accommodate four flats, but to look like a pair
of semi-detached houses from the outside.
3.2.2 Materials
As with most of Aberdeen the prevalent building
materials of the 19th century properties are
granite both as block work, carving and as
setts; Scottish and Welsh slate; glass; timber
and decorative ironwork. There are some fine
examples of granite detailing on many of the
buildings and rusticated dressed granite is
much in evidence. Other materials used are
sandstone and brick, which are not traditional
to Aberdeen. There are also more modern
materials such as concrete; uPVC; block and

Top: Cowdray Club, Fonthill Road
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tarmacadam. The quality of materials, their
colour and texture contribute to the character
and appearance of the Conservation Area.

Plan 3 :Ferryhill urban form

Most of the modern developments that have
taken place within the Conservation Area have
been constructed to a lower quality design and
from inferior materials like plastic rainwater
goods; uPVC windows; concrete roof tiles and
timber panelled flat roof extensions. This detracts
from and is damaging to the Conservation Area.
Such developments can be found on Fonthill
Terrace, Fonthill Road and Polmuir Road.
3.2.3

Orientation/building lines/heights

The majority of the streets run on a north east
to south west axis, several of them following
historic roads such as Fonthill and Ferryhill
Roads and others following old field boundaries.
For the remainder the street layout is organic
with no rigid pattern emerging. Property fronts
directly onto the roads usually separated by a
front garden or small, enclosed forecourt. The
building line used is variable reflecting the
property development with some streets, like
Whinhill Road, exhibiting a range of building
lines. Generally there is a common building
line for each street which, together with the
palette of building materials, serves to create
a sense of cohesion in the streetscape.

N

Modern flatted developments on back land have
far more organic road layouts, which serves
to set them slightly apart from the rest of the
Conservation Area, especially at Whinhill Gate,
Fairfield Way and Albury Gardens. There has

10
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however been an attempt to keep in character
with the rest of the area with the use of granite,
slate and similar scale of development and
building lines. Elsewhere this has not been as
successful as some modern developments
do not respect the massing of the existing
properties such as those on Fonthill Road.
With the exception of the 1 ½ storey Aberdeen
cottages, most residential development is
typically 2 or 2 ½ storeys where there is an attic
and basement level. Building heights are greater
on the principal route of Fonthill Road where
3 storey tenements are the norm, serving to
emphasise the road hierarchy. Ferryhill Road is
distinct due to being a major thoroughfare, but
only being 1 ½ storey in height however the
houses have a comparatively large front garden
and are generally raised above and set back from
street level, which creates a sense of privacy.
Some streets have back lanes providing rear
access to buildings including the remnants of
old coach houses and ancillary buildings.
3.2.4 Uses
The Conservation Area is predominantly
residential with ancillary uses such
as leisure, churches, library and a
few shops on Fonthill Road.

Top: Polmuir Road
Bottom: Caledonian Place

Top: Ferryhill Library, Fonthill Road
Bottom: Ferryhill House Hotel
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3.2.5 Negative features
Overall Ferryhill Conservation Area is well
maintained however there are a number of issues
that detract from its character and appearance.
Although the following may be viewed as
small changes to an individual property, their
cumulative impact on the street can be significant:
• Loss of original architectural detail that

made a defining contribution to the area’s
character and appearance. Inappropriate
replacement doors and windows particularly
where timber sash and case windows have
been replaced by uPVC casement windows;
• Loss of front boundary walling and/

or railings to make way for off street
parking in front of property;
• Use of inappropriate materials where

traditional materials have been replaced
with modern materials has invariably
resulted in a loss of character;
• Satellite dishes on public elevations;
• Alarm boxes on the façade of buildings

as many of them are unsightly,
inappropriately placed and very visible;
• Damage to paving surfaces by

Top Fonthill Road
Bottom: Polmuir Place

utilities and other contractors that
is not properly re-instated.
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Top: Albury Place
Bottom: Fairfied Way

3.3

Public realm

Plan 4 : Bon-Accord and Crown Street townscape analysis

3.3.1 Views/vistas/glimpses
On Ferryhill Road the main focal point is the
dominant uphill view of the Ferryhill South
Church on the southern tip of Ferryhill Road.
Albury Road to the north of Fonthill Road
is a wide tree lined street with attractive
views to Aberdeen city centre.
On Bon Accord Street there are views from the
junction with Whinhill Road into and out of the city.
3.3.2 Roads
Fonthill and Ferryhill Roads are key busy
thoroughfares through the Conservation Area.
For most of the area however there are low
volumes of vehicular traffic given its quiet
residential nature. There is on street parking and
some properties have rear access to garages.

N
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Aberdeen City Council 100023401 2012.

Key
Vistas and street views
Glimpses
Focal points
Long distance landmarks
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3.3.3 Pavements

Plan 5 : Activity and movement through the conservation area

Pavements are mainly granite flagstones
with granite kerbing, however in some areas
granite flagstones have been replaced
with concrete paving slabs that detract
from the character and appearance of the
Conservation Area. Other surface coverings
that are used in the area include tarmac,
lock block and some examples of setts.
3.3.4 Street trees
Some roads have street trees on them such
as Fonthill, Whinhill and Albury Road.
3.3.5 Signage
Traditional public realm features remain
in very few locations. One example is the
original black and white tiled street name
signs found on various buildings throughout
the Conservation Area, which is a particular
historic characteristic of Aberdeen as a whole.
Once damaged however they are slowly being
replaced by modern signage of poorer quality,
such as on Whinhill Road, to the detriment of
the Conservation Area’s historic character.

N

Key
Main vehicular routes
Main pedestrian routes
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3.3.7

There is a variety of street furniture which includes
traffic signs; bollards; lamp posts; bus shelters;
parking meters; litter bins; telecommunication
masts; utility services and post boxes. In certain
areas these become rather cluttered, such as
where Whinhill Road and the Bon Accord Street/
Fonthill Road crossing. This clustering does
however keep these services together rather
than spread throughout the Conservation Area.

The quality and upkeep of the public realm
within the Conservation Area is important.
Damage to paving surfaces by utilities and
other contractors; design and location of street
furniture; street lighting; proliferation of street
signs and the maintenance of amenity spaces
all need to be addressed to ensure that the
area’s character and appearance is maintained.
The streets that have a high degree of visual
clutter somewhat detract from the quality of the
Conservation Area include Albury Place, Fonthill
Road and parts of Polmuir Road that has a
particularly unsympathetic telecommunications
mast, bus shelter and bin grouped together.

The replacement of original street signs
with modern blue and white is damaging
the character of the Conservation Area.

There is a mixture of different types of street
lights, ranging from more traditional styled low
level lighting to the standard street lighting

In some instances repairs to paving have been in
filled with tar, concrete or gravel based fill, which
also detracts from the historic environment.

Original iron ironwork and sympathetic street lighting

Modern street lighting and furniture

Rows of cast iron bollards also exist,
however it is unlikely that these are original,
rather just designed to look traditional.

Traditional street signage

Negative features

seen throughout the city. Some of these are
particularly poor for spillage of light into the night
sky. There needs to be an overall, co-ordinated
approach to street furniture in the Conservation
Area as there are various standardised designs,
not always used in a targeted, contextual way.
Street furniture should be sympathetic to the
Conservation Area and help to define it as
well as being practical and well maintained.
Rationalisation of street furniture should be
considered in the future in order to enhance and
improve the amenity of the Conservation Area.

3.3.6 Street furniture
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3.4

Natural environment

3.4.1

Open spaces

The Ferryhill Conservation Area has a reasonably
even spread of open space. To the north there
are large open play areas on Albury Road and
Caledonian Place besides Ferryhill Primary
School. Moving south along Albury Road
there are good publicly available facilities at
the Albury Outdoor Sports Centre offering
lawn bowls, putting and tennis, as well as a
children’s play park on Albury Place. There is
also a scattering of amenity residential open
space, which, alongside the open parks and
space on Albury Road, makes the area a more
attractive and sought after place to live. Towards
the centre of the Conservation Area the pattern
of development continues to take the form of
wide tree lined streets with amenity residential
open spaces. This continues on Fonthill Road
and Terrace and Whinhill Road. Further east on
Polmuir Road there is another bowling green
and continuing to the south the Conservation
Area is bounded by Duthie Park, adding to the
offer of open space available to the residents of
Ferryhill and Aberdeen. The open space within
the Conservation Area is mainly accessible and
used by residents of Ferryhill. Aberdeen City
Council’s Open Space Audit rates the majority of
the open space as being a key contributor to the
area being appealing and attractive. The open
space however can be relatively inaccessible,
apart from by residents and quite poor in terms of
a diversity of uses such as full size sports pitches.

16

Plan 6 : Bon-Accord and Crown Street natural heritage

N
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Key

o

Urban green space
TPO single trees
TPO areas
Greenspace network
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3.4.2

Trees

Generally the Ferryhill Conservation Area
has wide, spacious, tree lined streets
which make the area an attractive and
appealing place to live. Much of the area’s
significant tree cover is in private gardens.
Certain trees and particular areas are protected
by Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s). There
are broadleaf and conifer trees of merit at 14
Polmuir Road, various specimens on the corner
of Polmuir and Fonthill Roads and valuable trees
which add to the character of the Conservation
Area at 136 Bon Accord Street. Specific species
of tree that are represented within TPO area
10 include Lime, Maple and Sycamore, which
surround the Ferryhill South Church, and a
mixture of Beech, Elder, Elm, Rowan and those
mentioned above within TPO areas 178 and 179,
which are located around Whinhill Road and
Gardens as well as Fairfield Road. Specific trees
which are covered by Tree Preservation Orders
are an Ash tree located at 136 Bon Accord
Street, which is over 12 metres in height and
nearly 50 years old and a Wych Elm tree which
is on the boundary on the Conservation Area at
Devanha Gardens South. The Wych Elm is a
prominent feature and visible from many streets
within and outwith the Conservation Area. Trees
contribute significantly to the attractiveness
of the area and their loss would have a
deleterious effect on the character of the area.

3.4.3 Negative factors
On a whole the Ferryhill conservation area is a well maintained, well ordered and attractive
area. There are no outstanding negative features in the area’s natural environment.
3.5 Key Characteristics
The following key features characterise the Ferryhill Conservation Area:
General
• Good example of a late 19th century suburb;
• Variety in architectural detailing underpinned by a common design language
• Use of traditional Aberdeen building materials palette – granite, slate, cast iron and timber;
• Strong front boundary treatment – mainly railings and some walling;
• Individual front gardens and forecourts
• Significant tree cover including those in private gardens and street trees;
• Most key buildings within the Conservation Area also still retain their original

sash and case windows as well as their iron rainwater goods
• Widespread use of rusticated granite dressed blocks on front elevations
• 2 and 3 storey bay window feature
• Dominant doorways

Aberdeen City Conservation Area Character Appraisal | Ferryhill | July 2013
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4

Management

Please see Section 2 Conservation Areas Management
Plan for all guidance relating to the management of Ferryhill
Conservation Area including proposed boundary alterations.

4.1 SWOT Analysis
The following SWOT analysis draws together the various
characteristics of the Conservation Area. It provides a basis from
which to develop strategies to conserve all that is positive, identify
opportunities to enhance it, and address the negative issues.

Strengths
• Well laid out wide, tree lined streets

Weaknesses
• Use of inappropriate building materials

• Majority of buildings well kept with original materials intact on buildings

• Telecommunication mast on periphery of

• Some high architectural quality
• Ample facilities and open space such as Albury Sports Centre
• Well connected to other areas of the city
• Important historic and listed buildings
• Good mix of development
• Mature trees and planting
• Good range of materials used
• Important view of Ferryhill South Church
• Views into and out of the city

18
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Conservation Area on Polmuir Road
• Inappropriately designed replacement windows

especially when made of uPVC
• Poor surfacing in some areas, for example on Fonthill Terrace
• Some poor modern flatted development out of

character with the rest of the area
• Poor quality street furniture – different kinds of street bollards/signs etc

Opportunities
• Rationalisation of street furniture

Threats
• Infill development – there are some potential sites on
Fonthill Road and Terrace. Design and materials of any new
development should enhance the Conservation Area.

• Reintroduction and replacement of poor public

realm with traditional materials

• Development outside of the Conservation Area, but visible from it. New

• Use of traditional materials to enhance the

development that abuts or is highly visible should take into consideration
the potential impact on the character of the Conservation Area.

character of the Conservation Area
• More accessible open space.

• Lack of planning enforcement action.

• Make sure replacement windows and doors

• Poor communication between services when maintenance

respect character of Conservation Area.
• Reinstate original street signs where these have been lost.
• Reinstate front area boundaries (cast iron railings)

2-64 Polmuir Road

• The volunteer run Albury Sports Centre is an important facility in the area.

In the event it closes, this area may come under pressure for development.

• Amend Conservation Area boundary to Include 4-10 Devanha Gardens

West.

work needs to take place in the Conservation Area.

• Development pressure for small scale alterations, such as replacement

windows and extensions that cumulatively have an adverse impact on the
area’s character.

Devanha House, Devanha Gardens
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List of Streets in the Ferryhill
conservation area

Proposed amendments to Ferryhill Conservation Area boundary

• Albury Place, all nos
• Albury Road, 51-75, 18-76
• Bon-Accord Street, 157-193, 128-172, Ferryhill

Primary School, Ferryhill House Hotel

• Caledonian Place, 33-43 odd nos,

Ferryhill Primary School

• Deemount Terrace, all nos
• Devanha Crescent, 1-7 odd nos
• Devanha Gardens, 3-23, 12-14
• Devanha Gardens West, 2 -14 (even)
• Fairfield Way, all nos, Polmuir House
• Ferryhill Road, 32-74 even nos
• Fonthill Road, all nos, Cowdray Club

and Fonthill Lodge, Ferryhill Public
Library, Ferryhill South Church, Maryfield
East and Lodge, Westbank,

• Fonthill Terrace, all nos, Oaklands, Westbank
• Hardgate, 201
• Polmuir Road, 9-29, 2-28, 44-68,

Bowling Club, Ferryhill South Church

• Whinhill Gate, all nos
• Whinhill Road, 8-18 even nos, Cowdray Club

and Fonthill Lodge, Maryfield East and Lodge

N
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Aberdeen City Council 100023401 2012.

20

Aberdeen City Conservation Area Character Appraisal | Ferryhill | July 2013

