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Introduction and Summary 
 
It is my pleasure to present the work of Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire 
Archives for 2011-12 in this report. The service, jointly funded by Aberdeen City 
and Aberdeenshire Councils, exists to collect, preserve, promote and make 
publicly available the historical records of the two local authorities, together with 
other significant records relating to the region.  
 
The Archive provides a service for the staff and councillors of both councils as 
well as for the general public at a local, national and indeed international level. 
With records dating back over 800 years, the users of the service are as diverse 
as the archives themselves: school pupils, academics, councillors and family 
historians are all regular visitors. 
 
Despite the continuing challenge of the economic climate for local government, 
the staff have worked hard and imaginatively to continue to raise the profile of the 
service and to increase the numbers of people using it, either in person or 
through the internet. The success of this strategy is reflected in the increased 
numbers of enquiries received and visits in person which are up by 21% and 34% 
respectively on the previous year. 
 
An income stream through Deceased Online derived from burial registers that 
were digitised in 2010 is now beginning to flow, while Parochial Board Records 
currently being digitised in Edinburgh will contribute to this in the years to come. 
 
Very successful joint working with colleagues in both Aberdeen City and 
Aberdeenshire Councils has been a hallmark of three particularly successful 
initiatives: collaboration with colleagues in the Local Studies Section of the City 
Libraries and the City Registrars to run a course entitled “Digging Deeper” on 
sources for family history was very popular and could have been run several 
times over, such was the level of interest. The Heritage Education project which 
includes colleagues from Aberdeenshire Council’s Local Studies Library, 
Registrars and Arts Education Team produced National Lottery-funded archive 
packs for schools, held two CPD events for teachers and has been cited as an 
exemplar project at a national level. Finally, the Aberdeen and North East 
Scotland Ancestral Tourism Partnership, in which the Archive service has taken 
the lead role, has seen collaboration between public, private and voluntary 
sectors and attracted European Regional Development Funding to run a very 
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successful workshop which attracted television coverage, engaging the wider 
tourism sector ahead of the second year of Homecoming in 2014. 
 
These developments continue the excellent work of the previous year and pave 
the way for the future. The expertise and enthusiasm of the staff continues to be 
the major asset of the service. My sincere thanks goes to them for all their effort 
and support.  
 
Phil Astley 
City Archivist. 
23rd May 2012 
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Access and enquiries  
 
A major part of the Archive service is devoted to providing access to the 
collections in its care. Enquiries and visits come from individuals in the North 
East of Scotland, from further afield in Scotland, England and abroad, and also 
from within the councils that pay for the service. Basic statistics for this are 
provided below. 
 
It will be noted from these statistics that whilst there is an overall rise in the 
number of productions across the service, those for the Town House office are 
down by 25% 
 
This can be attributed to the success of last year’s project to digitise the City’s 
historical burial registers (which are a highly popular source for researching 
family history). The decision to digitise them was taken to ensure the future 
preservation of the originals by reducing the need to access these, but this has 
clearly had the knock on effect of reducing the number of productions of these 
volumes in the search room. Most researchers now access these remotely 
through www.deceasedonline.com which saw a total of 2437 Aberdeen records 
downloaded between April 2011 and the end of March 2012. 
 
In this coming financial year there will therefore be a focus on reminding our 
users of the other sources for family history that are held at the Town House that 
will help them (e.g. Police Commissioners Rent Rolls), and on developing new 
user groups in the City, such as schools, that  will explore less well-known 
sources.   
 

Enquiry Types 
 
The majority of enquiries and visits that are received by the Archives Service are 
for family history purposes, but a significant number are also received about 
other local matters. These include requests from academics, (on topics ranging 
from the Jacobites in Aberdeen to planned villages in North East Scotland), 
planning requests from building owners for old house plans, and requests from 
the public on political matters (e.g. establishing the common good status of land). 
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Once again the most varied enquiries and visits have been received from council 
departments. In the past year requests for information have included:  
 

� requests from Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen City Councils for searches of 
previous Council Minutes and Agendas for motions, reports and decisions 
of the Councils and their predecessors;  

� searches for historical Aberdeen City Council title deeds;  
� evidence of the historical location of trees in the grounds of Woodhill 

House;  
� images of election related items to be included on a Council Facebook 

page encouraging registration for voting;  
� the year that the first taxi licence was issued in Aberdeen (1846);  
� documents relating to the playing of cricket in Duthie Park;  
� a Statutory list of pre-1975 roads within Aberdeen County;  
� information about the origins of topsoil and other earth delivered to Duthie 

Park;  
� evidence of the common good status of land in Aberdeenshire. 

 
In each case a preferential service to research information has been provided to 
the councils that have requested it, and in most instances information has been 
provided remotely to save Council staff time in travelling to our offices to locate 
this information themselves.   
 
Town House Statistics 
 

2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 +/- from 2010/11  
Enquiries 221 310 290 - 5% (-20) 
Visits 389 220 279  + 26% (59) 
Productions 704 1452 1089 - 25% (-363) 

Old Aberdeen House Statistics * 
 

2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 +/- from 2010/11 
Enquiries 380 459 644 + 40% (185) 
Visits 343 380 523 + 38% (143) 
Productions 2701 2213 2770 + 25% (557) 
* of these, the following statistics regarding Aberdeenshire Council collections were gathered: 
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Aberdeenshire 
 

2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 +/- from 2010/11 
Enquiries 223 289 287 -1% (-2) 
Productions 1050 954 1426 + 50% (472) 

Total Statistics (TH + OAH) 
 

2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 +/- from 2010/11 
Enquiries 601 769 934 + 21% (165) 
Visits 732 600 802 + 34% (202) 
Productions 3405 3665 3859 + 5% (194) 

Remote Access 
 
The Service maintains various sources of information on the internet to inform 
potential researchers about what is held in the collections, ranging from general 
information about collections, to itemised lists. 
 
Online Public Access Catalogue

Work is ongoing to populate the Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) with 
completed itemised lists of collections, either through new cataloguing, or 
retrospective checking and typing up of old lists. By 1 April 2012 lists for a further 
44 collections had been added to it. This brings the total number of collection lists 
on the OPAC to 208 collections, containing 34569 individual entries.  
 
Notable collections added to the OPAC in 2011/12 include: 
 
ADPWB  Aberdeen and District Prisoners of War Bureau (1914-1927) 
AS/AS  Records of Aberdeenshire School Boards (1873-1940) 
BR/FCRecords of Fettercairn Churchyard (1889-1936) 
BR/FD  Records of Fordoun Churchyard (1912-1975) 
CA/10/1  Aberdeen City: Town Clerk's Plans (1661-1976) 
CA/10/2  Aberdeen City: Parliamentary Plans (1842-1972) 
CA/10/3  Aberdeen City: City Plans (1866-1979) 
CA/10/5  Aberdeen City: Hoarding Plans (1927-1956) 
DD41   Papers of the Aberdeen Market Company (1838-1965) 
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DD227  John Durno and William Copland papers (1665-1853) 
DD817  Records of Gilcomston Friendly Society (1821-1859) 
DD1745  Donside Paper Company (1893-1974) 
GR6S/G26  Records of The Gordon Schools, Huntly (1873-2006)  
MC/MP Moray County Parochial Board and Parish Council Records (1830-

1933) 
PD14  Records of Cullen, Portessie and Findochty Methodist Churches 

(1883-c. 1980) 
PD59   Records of Sellars, salmon fishers, Macduff (1874-1895) 
 
Website and Social Media

Promotion of the Service has continued remotely through its online presence on 
the internet. Updates are made regularly to its website at 
www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/archives both about the continuing work of the service, 
and new resources being made available there. The most significant resources 
this year included the completion of the Assessed Taxes project to transcribe 
decennial sets of these (1799/1800, 1809/10 etc up to 1830), Aberdeen Prisoner 
of War Bureau Indexes for 1914-1919, and the indexes to the Aberdeen Burgh 
Register of Apprentices for 1797 – 1878. 
 
At the same time the Facebook site providing a more informal presence for the 
Service at www.facebook.com/aberdeencityandshirearchives has 428 followers 
at the time of writing. In the coming financial year this will be augmented by a 
presence on Twitter (@AbdnArchives). 
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Preservation and Conservation 
 
The Service’s budget for conservation this year was dedicated to long term 
preservation projects involving digitisation of original material.  
 
Digitisation of Poor Relief Records 
 
In November 2011 a major project was started in collaboration with the National 
Records of Scotland, Aberdeenshire Council, Moray Council, and the Aberdeen 
and North East Family History Society to digitise the records of the Parochial 
Boards and Parish Councils that administered poor relief in the North East of 
Scotland from 1845 onwards. The ultimate aim of the project is for digital images 
of the records to be made available to the public remotely on an internet site or 
sites yet to be identified.  
 
The main registers detailing cases of individuals claiming poor relief (the 
Applications and General registers of the Poor) have been indexed by the 
ANESFHS and it is intended to use these to provide access to the registers 
through the site for a fee. It is intended that the profits that are generated from 
this remote access will initially be put back into the conservation of the records. 
 
However, free access to all the images will be provided to visitors to the search 
rooms, as is currently the case for providing access to the original items. 
 
So far collections for the counties of Moray, Banff and Kincardine have been 
digitised, and work will be starting soon on those for Aberdeen County. It is 
hoped that the imaging process will be completed by the end of March 2013. 
 
Digitisation of the Early Council Registers 
 
The archive collections belonging to Aberdeen City Council include one of the 
earliest and most complete set of council records in Scotland, dating back to 
1398. This represents one of the most complete historical sources for the study 
of local government in Scotland.  
 
A decision was therefore taken at the end of December 2011 to digitise the 
earliest surviving minute books, the Council Registers, covering 1398 – 1465 
(excluding the one missing volume covering 1415-1433). As with the records of 
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poor relief, this will aid their preservation by providing digital versions that will 
reduce the need to access the original volumes in future. 
 
Imaging of the volumes is now complete, but further work is now required to 
facilitate access to the images. Unlike later archival sources the early handwriting 
and unfamiliar language of the volumes present a significant challenge to access 
and understanding of these sources of national importance. 
 
Discussions were therefore entered into with the University of Aberdeen about 
the possibility of combining digitisation and transcription work with a taught 
Masters course. This should help to attract more funding to then digitise the 
remaining Registers up to 1562 and in making all of the digitised Council 
Registers more widely available to the public, as well as aiding further academic 
research on the volumes. 
 
It is hoped that a Masters course relating to the early Council Registers will be 
available early in 2013. 
 
Secondary Protection 
 
One of the key recommendations of the NPO survey undertaken in 2010 was that 
more secondary protection of the collections was needed through the use of 
special acid-free boxes. This has been steadily progressing as the Service has 
been addressing the space implications associated with this in our existing 
storage areas. At present the Service is concentrating on boxing the poor relief 
collections, as part of the digitisation project associated with these.  
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Management of Archives 
 
Cataloguing 
 
As is previously noted, the OPAC has continued to be populated with newly 
completed lists, and cataloguing has played a major part in that process. 
Between 1 April 2011 and 31 March 2012, 4987 new catalogue entries were 
created in our electronic cataloguing system, CALM, and of these, 3853 were 
marked as being on the OPAC.  
 
New Deposits (Accessioning) 
 
The Archive service collects records from a variety of sources. The majority of 
new deposits come from departments in Aberdeen City Council and 
Aberdeenshire Council, but a number also come from external sources such as 
organisations and private individuals.  
 
Notable deposits for the year 2011/12 include: 
 

� Records of E R Harrison, landscape architect in NE Scotland (20th 
century) 

� Plans of Portsoy and Deskford Cemeteries (19th & 20th centuries) 
� Glass plate negatives of the construction of King George VI Bridge (1940) 
� Records of the Aberdeen & NE Deaf Society (1895-2010) 
� Records of Rhynie Congregational Church (1887-1936) 
� Plan of the lands and Barony of Muchalls (1840) 
� Papers of the Aberdeen Sanitary Inspector, inc enquiries re slum 

clearances (1892-1935) 
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Statistics for new deposits are as follows: 
 
Authority * 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 
Aberdeenshire 77 58 57 
Aberdeen City 19 23 38 
Moray 2 0 1 
GVJB 2 2 2 
Total 100 83 98 

* This will not always be the depositor, so these figures represent a combination of deposits from external 
sources and council departments. It is common for external organisations and private individuals to gift 
collections to the Service, in which case the authority covering the area that the records relate to will be 
designated as the owner. 
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Outreach and Promotion 
 
Actively promoting the service to a wide variety of users is fundamental to 
building and maintaining a high profile for the archive.  2011-12 saw a very active 
and diverse programme of outreach and promotion: 
 
Ancestral Tourism 
 
The Archive service has taken a lead role in this area which provides archives, 
libraries, museums and family history societies with a significant opportunity to 
not only raise their profile but to contribute to the economic growth of the region 
through the tourism sector. The City Archivist chairs the Aberdeen and North 
East Scotland Ancestral Tourism Partnership (ANESATP), an affiliation of 
regional archives, registrars, family history societies and other organisations from 
the public, private and voluntary sectors that promote genealogical and heritage 
resources to visitors both at home and abroad. In May 2011, the Partnership 
launched its dedicated and popular website www.northeastscotlandroots.com,
with an attendant three month leaflet campaign throughout north east Scotland 
using EAE Distribution to target tourist attractions, hotels, restaurants and the 
like. 
 
The Partnership was involved in events such as Aberdeen’s Tartan Day and the 
annual conference of the Scottish Association of Family History Societies while 
the City Archivist, as Chair of the Partnership, was invited to talk to the regional 
Hoteliers Association and also sits on the national Ancestral Tourism Steering 
Group. 
 
The main focus of this year, however, was a facilitated workshop held in March 
2012 which was made possible with European Regional Development Funding. 
The aim of the event was to engage with the wider tourism sector which it did 
very successfully, attracting 70 delegates ranging from hoteliers and bed and 
breakfast proprietors through to tour guide operators and professional 
genealogists. The guest speaker, the author and broadcaster Dr. Nick Barratt, 
guaranteed a high profile for the event, which was covered by STV news as well 
as large articles in “Your Family History” and “The Leopard” magazines. 
 
A business plan for the Partnership looking towards 2014 (the second Year of 
Homecoming) and beyond, has been the key outcome of the workshop. The 3rd 
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reprint of the Partnership’s ever-popular booklet, “Routes to Your North East 
Roots” was timed to coincide with the event – over 7000 copies of this publication 
having now been distributed. 
 
Archives on Your Doorstep 
 
The aim of this initiative was to raise awareness of the archive resources that are 
available in Aberdeen City & Aberdeenshire Archives by taking original items 
along to local libraries across the North East. The libraries visited were: 
 

� Banchory Library 
� Ellon Library  
� Peterhead Library 
� Inverurie Library 

Items taken included school admission registers, school log books, assessed tax 
records, and burgh minute books.  All items related to the town being visited and 
the surrounding area as necessary. 
 
The number of visitors did vary, with Ellon Library being by far the busiest with 
around 40 people turning up over the course of the day.  Banchory Library was 
the quietest, with around 10 visitors and Peterhead and Inverurie Libraries having 
between 15 to 20 people each. 
 
Feedback from each library was very positive, with repeat visits being requested.  
It is anticipated that the Archives on your Doorstep scheme will continue in 2012, 
and may be rolled out to other venues such as heritage centres, as well as taking 
in other libraries. 
 
Promotional Events 
 
The Archive service took part in 9 events which included the annual conference 
of the Scottish Association of Family History Societies at Dundee University as 
well as taking part in a reception at the Town House for around 250 delegates to 
Offshore Europe in September 2011 during which the Archive staff gave very 
popular guided tours of the building, including the Charter Room.  
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Talks and Visits 
 
Invitations to speak to various community and educational organisations are a 
regular feature in the calendar of the service and while they may take time to 
prepare, they are a great way to engage with the public on a personal level – in 
2011-12 these groups included the likes of the Family History Society of Buchan, 
the Aberdeen Hotelier’s Association and the University of the Third Age. Guided 
tours of the two buildings are also very popular and give people an opportunity to 
see ‘behind the scenes’. 
 
A total of 15 talks and visits were carried out in the course of the year, 8 to city 
groups and 7 to organisations in Aberdeenshire, ranging from the City Archivist 
speaking at the major “Remembering Harlaw” conference in June, through to a 
talk to a school assembly at Kingswells under the title, “I am an Archivist…What 
Do I Do"?! 
 
Inreach 
 
As well as promoting the public service within the wider community of the North 
East, the staff have also been active in promoting the corporate side of its 
service. The Archive is more than just basic storage for council records that have 
been selected for permanent preservation. In particular, Aberdeen City and 
Aberdeenshire Archives provides a research and retrieval service for council 
departments should they need access to historical information in order to conduct 
their business, as has been the case with the renovations at Duthie Park. It is 
therefore important to promote the resource within Aberdeen City Council and 
Aberdeenshire Council. Over the past year this has been undertaken in person 
mostly by having a small stand and distributing leaflets at Crown House and 
Marischal College in the City and at Viewmount in Stonehaven for Aberdeenshire 
Council. In addition, a presentation was also provided to the Management Team 
of the Housing and Social Work Service in Aberdeenshire Council about how the 
Archives Service can help staff there in their work. To assist with this inreach 
work generally, a new leaflet has also been designed for distribution within the 
two authorities.  
 
Education 
 
Educational outreach has featured prominently in the work of the Archive Service 
in the last financial year.  
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Much of it was carried out through the Aberdeenshire Heritage Education 
Partnership in which the Archives Service has played a leading role since its 
formation in 2010. This partnership, which also includes representatives from 
Aberdeenshire Registrars, Aberdeenshire Libraries (Local Studies section), 
Aberdeenshire Council Arts Development Team, aims to promote the services of 
its representative organisations in education through the creation of resources for 
schools and teachers. 
 
The major resource produced by the partnership this year was the Paper 
Treasure packs, which were launched in November 2011. These were produced 
in collaboration with a former teacher, Annie Scott, to demonstrate how the 
combined resources of the Partnership could be used to produce rich educational 
resources that link into the requirements of the Curriculum for Excellence now 
being implemented in Scottish schools.  
 
The packs are aimed at P6-S1, looking at 3 separate topics: The Sellar family in 
19th century Huntly, the Muckle Spate of 1829, and the effect of the French Wars 
on Aberdeenshire at the end of the 18th century. Copies of them all were sent out 
to every school in Aberdeenshire, with electronic copies also being made freely 
available on the internet at www.nefa.net/nefajnr

Whilst they can be used on their own in the classroom or adapted to the 
particular needs of a class, the overall intention is to provide inspiration to 
teachers to explore what could be done with heritage material relating to their 
own locality. By the end of the financial year, 4 schools (including one Academy) 
had used the packs, with 2 others about to embark on a drama project involving 
the Muckle Spate pack.  
 
The Partnership is continuing to promote the packs to schools in all the contact 
that it has with teachers, including the Continuing Professional Development 
days for teachers in Aberdeenshire that have continued from 2010/11. Two more 
were run in this financial year, in November and February with universally 
positive feedback being received from both. 
 
The Partnership has also been looking into promoting its resources in secondary 
schools, and the high quality of the Paper Treasures packs prompted a request 
from the History Teachers Professional Support Group in Aberdeenshire Council 
to produce a resource for the teaching of the World War 1 topic at Higher level. 
An application has been made for HLF funding for this resource and at the point 



www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/archives - 16 -  

of writing the Partnership has just received official confirmation that this was 
successful. 
 
The high profile activity of the Partnership has been noticed on both a local and 
national level. The launch and use of the packs was noted in the local press, 
including a large article in the Aberdeenshire edition of the Press and Journal (18 
January 2012). In addition, the group provided an article on its work to the 
professional magazine of the Scottish Council on Archives, Broadsheet 
(published in the April 2012 edition at http://www.scoarch.org.uk/notice-
board/broadsheet), and provided a talk in March 2012 about its work for a 
training event of the Archives for Education and Learning Group within the UK 
Archives and Records Association. 
 
In addition to the work of the Partnership, visits have also been made by the 
Archive service to schools to promote the resources available to them. These 
have included: 
 

� Participation in the Deeside Schools Victoria day for P6/7 at Ballater in 
May 2011, involving the use of the 19th century Ballater School Log Books 
and original object lesson cards used in the school at the time. 

� A presentation and exercise using original material at Ellon Academy’s S2 
elective class on museums and archives in August 2011 

� A tour of the Archives for St Peter’s Primary School in Aberdeen, including 
a display of WW2 material in March 2012 

� A presentation to Banchory Primary School about medieval records in 
March 2012 

� Participation over two days in the annual “Arts Across Learning” festival in 
the City. 
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Concluding Remarks 
 
2011/12 has been a very positive and busy year for the Archive service with a 
diverse range of activities taking place. It is particularly heartening to see the 
number of both enquiries and reader visits increasing by such significant 
amounts - a direct result of the efforts that have been made to raise the profile of 
the service over the past couple of years. 
 
With major digitisation projects in the pipeline, a major education project funded 
by HLF, and significant exposure on two national television programmes 
scheduled for autumn, 2012/13 is already building on the success of the previous 
year. 
 


