
2015 - 2017

2010 - 2014

2000 - 2009

1990 - 1999

1980 - 1989

1970 - 1979

1946 - 1959

1930 - 1945

1901 - 1929

1884 - 1900

1960 - 1969

12 March 1886
Public Library opens in Mechanics’ 
Institution, Market Street.

August 1884 
Alexander Webster 
Robertson appointed as City 
Librarian.

5 July 1892
Andrew Carnegie opens 
Central Library.

29 December 1899
George Milne Fraser 
appointed City 
Librarian.

25 March 1884
Public Library Acts 
adopted in Aberdeen

11 July 1911
Juvenile Library and 
Reading Room opens.

3 October 1925
New look Lending Library. 
Books on open access.

12 May 1905
Central Library 
Extension opens 
as Reading Room.

13 October 1938
Marcus Kelly Milne 
appointed  
City Librarian.

July 1940
Lending Library re-organised.

21 May 1945
Start of Children’s  
Book Week.

7 September 1934
Jubilee of Public Library.

October 1938
Commercial Reference set up in 
Reading Room.

1946
New Children’s Library opened.

1953
Mobile steel shelving 
installation in 
Basement Stock 
Room.

1960
Skene Street store enlarged 
and new staircase from 
Commercial Department 
built.

Summer 1963
New Mezzanine floor in 
Lending completed –  
4 offices, shelving, staff  
work area.

30 April 1968
William (Bill) Critchley 
appointed as City 
Librarian.

8 January 1973
Peter Grant appointed as
City Librarian.

1979
Automation begins – Plessy Pen 
automated issue system.

April 1979
TV set with a teletext receiver 
installed in Commercial and 
Technical Department.3 December 1973

Gramophone record service opened.

1976
Picture Lending 
introduced.

1978
First Edition of 
Oil and Gas 
Bibliography.

1979
Major extension and modernisation 
programme begins.

December 1979
First Christmas Card -
St Machar Cathedral.

December 1979
On-line terminal and 
VDU installed in 
Commercial Library.

April 1980
Computer Terminal installed in 
Commercial Library linking into 
Euronet-Diane computer.

Spring 1981
First series of local 
historic postcards.

December 1981
7 storey extension 
complete.  
New Audio and 
Local Studies 
departments.

20 October 1982
H.M. Queen Elizabeth, Queen 
Mother officially opens modernised 
building.

27 October 1983
“The Admirable 
Mechanic” published.

1985
Community Contacts 
directory published.

1987
CDs introduced to 
Adult Lending.

1984
Video cassette 
lending service.

1989
Alan Fulton 
appointed  
Head of Libraries, 
Operations.

1990
Arts equipment 
lending service 
introduced.

1990
Cassette tapes 
published by 
Local Studies.

1991
Hugh Scott, 
First Writer in 
Residence.

1992
Centenary of Central 
Library.

1 October 1997 
Neil Bruce appointed 
Principal Officer, 
Libraries.

1997 
New Libraries: 
People’s Network – 
public access PCs 
in Libraries/Library 
Learning Centres.

October 1999 
Bookstart Aberdeen 
launched.

2001
Aberdeen College Learning 
Centre opens in the Central 
Reference Department.

2004
Major refurbishment 
programme commences with 
replacement of windows.

2004
Business and Technical 
moves to Reference 
section. 

20 June 2005
Media Centre opens in 
former Business and 
Technical Department. 

16 December 2007
Launch of  
Europe Direct service. 

May 2001
DVDs introduced 
in A/V Dept. of 
Central Library.

2002
Library web  
pages created on 
ACC web site.

13 November 2003
Aberdeen City 
Consumer support 
network launched.

16 May 2006
Information Centre  
opened by Sir James Milne. 

12 December 2005
Dialogue Youth 
Information Point 
launched in Central 
Library.

2006
Library catalogue 
goes on-line.

2007
Fiona Clark 
appointed Library 
and Information 
Services Manager.

20 May 2008
Migrant Communities 
Information Point.

2008
Wi-fi in Central Library.

2008
Central Library 
participates in Doors 
Open day for first 
time. 30 November 2009

Homecoming 2009 – 
Enlightened Burns.

May 2010
Wii games 
available for loan.

6 July 2010
Launch of Bookbug.

February 2011
Health Point 
launched in 
Central Library.

10 September 2011 
Launch of Local Studies on-line 
archive “Silver City Vault”.

2012
Raman Mundair 
appointed as  
Reader in Residence.

May 2012
Lending Library refurbished. 
Self-Issue introduced.

March 2012
Launch of E-Book 
service (Overdrive).

April 2012
Filming of “Who Do 
You Think You Are”? 
with Annie Lennox.

March 2014
Information Centre 
refurbishment.

Summer 2014
Dolphins in the 
Central Library.

August 2014
Fin in Children’s Library.

December 2014
Library Bear adopted as  library 
mascot.

4 March 2017
Hall of Mirrors Conference.

2015
Launch of 125 programme 
with Butterflies on the Move. 11 July 2015

10 years of Media Centre.

22 January 2016
Healthy Reading 
Collection.

10 March 2016
Interactive 125 Treasures.

3 – 28 Sept 16
“Valentine” 
participates in 
CatParade.

5 July 2017
Central Library 
celebrates 125 years.

29 - 30 March 2017
Arts Across Learning 
Classroom in Central 
Library.

5 July 2012
120 years of Central Library.


