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ABERDEEN

CITY COUNCIL

Proposal Document

Proposal:

To adjust the school zone boundaries for Fernielea School, Kingswells School, Hazlehead
Academy and the new Countesswells secondary school, to accommodate the new housing
development at Maidencraig, with effect from 1% August 2017.

The schools affected by this proposal are:
Fernielea School
Kingswells School

Bucksburn Academy
Hazlehead Academy

Statutory Consultation Period

Monday 22" August 2016 to Friday 7" October 2016 (inclusive)

All submissions expressing views on the proposals detailed in this document should be made in
writing or by email by 5.00pm on Friday 7™ October 2016.

It is intended to respond to issues raised from correspondence within a report presented to the
Education and Children’s Service Committee on 26™ January 2017.
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LIST OF CONSULTEES

Notice of the issuing of this Proposal Document will be provided to:

e The Parent Councils of the affected schools

e The parents of the pupils and children at the affected schools

The parents of children expected to attend an affected school within 2 years of the date of
publication of this Proposal Document

The pupils at the affected schools

The teaching and support staff at the affected schools

The trade unions representatives of the above staff

The Community Councils for the areas affected

The constituency MSP

Regional MSPs for the area

The Constituency MP

Community Planning Partnership Board

The Director of Corporate Governance, Aberdeen City Council

The Director of Communities, Housing and Infrastructure, Aberdeen City Council

A copy of this document is available from:

Aberdeen City Council, Marischal College, Broad Street, Aberdeen, AB10 1AB
Public libraries in the vicinity of the schools affected

Council buildings in the vicinity of the schools affected

The schools affected by the proposal

The Proposal Document is also available on the Aberdeen City Council website:

http://www.aberdeencity.qgov.uk/Maidencraiqg2016

This document is available in alternative formats or in translated form for readers whose first
language is not English. Please apply to Education and Children’s Services, Marischal College,
Broad Street, Aberdeen, AB10 1AB, by telephone on 01224 522273; or by e-mail:

schoolestate@aberdeencity.gov.uk




ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL — EDUCATION & CHILDREN’S SERVICES

STATUTORY CONSULTATION

1. BACKGROUND
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1.2

1.3

1.4

2.1

2.2

ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL’S VISION FOR EDUCATION

Aberdeen City Council has a Vision which conveys a picture of the aspirations and
expectations of our service users, stakeholders and the wider community and makes clear
linkage to the Corporate Vision and six key strategic priorities:

Our Corporate Vision is:

for Aberdeen to be an ambitious, achieving, smart city with the following strategic
priorities:

Smarter Governance — Participation
Smarter Living — Quality of Life

Strategic Smarter People — Social and Human Capital
Priorities Smarter Environment — Natural Resources
Smarter Economy — Competitiveness
Smarter Mobility — Transport and ICT

Our vision for Education is:
Improving learning opportunities to deliver better outcomes.

The Aberdeen Local Development Plan 2012 identified an area of land at Maidencraig, in
the West of Aberdeen, as a site suitable for the development of housing, with space for up
to 750 new homes. In order to identify the most appropriate primary and secondary school
provision for these new homes, some minor adjustments to the existing primary and
secondary school zone boundaries are required.

This Proposal Document therefore seeks comment on the proposal to adjust the school
zone boundaries for Fernielea School, Kingswells School, Hazlehead Academy and
Bucksburn Academy, in order to accommodate the proposed new housing development.

THE PROPOSAL

As llustrated by the maps in Appendices 1 and 2 of this document, the proposed
Maidencraig development is made up of two areas of land, identified as Maidencraig south
east, and Maidencraig north east. The two areas are separated by the A944 Lang Stracht.

The maps in Appendices 1 and 2 also show the existing school zone boundaries in this area
of the City. They show that Maidencraig north east falls entirely within the Kingsford School
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and Hazlehead Academy school zones, and there is sufficient capacity at both of these
schools to accommodate children expected to be living within this section of the new
development. As a result, no changes are proposed for the school zone arrangements for
this area of the development.

2.3 The majority of the Maidencraig south east site falls within the Fernielea School and
Hazlehead Academy school zones; however, a small part of this development, to the west
of the site, falls within the Kingswells School and Countesswells® secondary school zones.

2.4 If the school zone boundaries in this area were to be left unchanged, this would mean that
children living in this western section of the site would be required to cross the A944
Langstracht, in order to walk to school. It would also mean that this housing development
would be split between two different primary schools and two different secondary schools.
Where possible, school zone boundaries are planned to avoid requiring children to cross
busy roads, to help ensure there are safe walking routes to school. In addition, it is
preferable for school zones to align with the layout of housing developments, to ensure
individual areas of housing are zoned to the same schools, and to help develop a sense of
community within those areas.

2.5 Minor changes to the boundary line between the Fernielea School zone and the Kingswells,
School zone, and to the boundary line between the Hazlehead Academy school zone and
the Countesswells secondary school zone are therefore proposed, in order to ensure that all
children living within Maidencraig south east are entitled to attend the same school, and that
they all have access to safe walking routes to school. This would mean that the whole of
Maidencraig south east would be zoned to Fernielea School and Hazlehead Academy.

2.6 The maps at appendices 3 and 4 of this document show how the school zones would
change, should the above proposals be accepted.

2.7 The effects of the proposed changes on the schools concerned are described below.

3. THE AFFECTED SCHOOLS

Fernielea School

3.1 Table 1 (below) details the current and forecasted rolls for Fernielea School for the next
seven years. The forecasts include the anticipated number of pupils likely to be living in the
Maidencraig south east development in future, along with the anticipated increases in pupil
numbers from other planned housing developments in the area.

! The Countesswells secondary school zone is a newly created zone which took effect from 1% August 2016, to serve
the planned new Countesswells housing development. Prior to a new secondary school being built at Countesswells,
children living within the northern part of the Countesswells secondary school zone will be entitled to a place at
Bucksburn Academy.
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Table 1: Fernielea School Current and Forecast Pupil Numbers?

Current Forecast Pupil Numbers

2016 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023

Fernielea School 263 270 | 272 | 286 | 306 | 323 | 332 | 347

3.2 The current stated capacity of Fernielea School for planning purposes is 300 pupils.
However, due to the planned new housing developments in the area, work is currently
under way to create additional classroom space within the school, which will increase the
planning capacity of the school to 399 pupils by the end of 2016. This would ensure that
there is sufficient capacity to accommodate the numbers of pupils expected to be attending
the school over the next seven years.

3.3 Given that the proposed changes to the school zone boundaries for Fernielea School are
relatively minor, and also considering that the effect on pupil numbers at the school as a
result of the Maidencraig south east development have already been accounted for in the
pupil roll forecasts above, it is not expected that there will be any detrimental impact on the
pupil capacity of the school, if the proposals were to be accepted.

Kingswells School

3.4  Given that the proposed changes to the school zone boundaries for Kingswells School are
relatively minor, in that there would not be any significant number of houses added to or
removed from the school zone, it is not anticipated that there will be any material effect on
the pupil roll forecasts for Kingswells School, if the proposals were to be accepted.

Hazlehead Academy

3.5 Table 3 (below) details the current and forecasted rolls for Hazlehead Academy for the next
seven years. The forecasts include the anticipated number of pupils likely to be living in the
Maidencraig south east development in future, along with the anticipated increases in pupil
numbers from other planned housing developments in the area.

% Current school rolls are based on the most recent available data, from projections calculated in 2015. Projected pupil
rolls take account of birth rates, new housing developments and placing requests to and from a school. This data is a
best estimate based on the available information at the time of calculation. Due to rounding, numbers may not add up
precisely to the totals provided.
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3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

4.1

Table 3: Hazlehead Academy Current and Forecast Pupil Numbers?

Current Forecast Pupil Numbers

2016 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023

Hazlehead

788 802 | 839 | 854 | 902 | 967 | 1027 | 1082
Academy

The current stated capacity of Hazlehead Academy for planning purposes is 1008 pupils.
Table 3 shows that, taking into account the Maidencraig south east development and other
planned housing developments in the area, the school is predicted to remain within capacity
until at least 2022. Appropriate measures would be put in place at that time to ensure any
additional pupils can be accommodated at the school.

Given that the proposed changes to the school zone boundaries for Hazlehead Academy
are relatively minor, and also considering that the effect on pupil numbers at the school as a
result of the Maidencraig south east development have already been accounted for in the
pupil roll forecasts above, it is not expected that there will be any detrimental impact on the
pupil capacity of the school, if the proposals were to be accepted.

Bucksburn Academy

The proposals outlined in this paper include recommended changes to the school zone
boundaries for the Countesswells secondary school zone. This is a newly created zone
which took effect from 1st August 2016, to serve the planned new Countesswells housing
development. Whilst a new secondary school is planned for the Countesswells
development, this has not yet been built, so until the new school opens, children living
within the northern part of the Countesswells secondary school zone will be entitled to a
place at Bucksburn Academy.

The effects of the proposed school zone changes on Bucksburn Academy have therefore
been considered, and given that the proposed changes to the school zone boundaries for
this area are relatively minor, in that there would not be any significant number of houses
added to or removed from the school zone, it is not anticipated that there will be any
material effect on the pupil roll forecasts for Bucksburn Academy, if the proposals were to
be accepted.

EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS
The proposals described in this document will have the following benefits:
e Children living within the Maidencraid south east development will be entitled to a place
at their nearest primary school, reducing the time needed for them to travel to school;

e The schools affected by the proposals will have sustainable and viable pupil rolls which
help with the delivery of the full breadth of Curriculum for Excellence;

® Current school rolls are based on the most recent available data, from projections calculated in 2015. Projected pupil
rolls take account of birth rates, new housing developments and placing requests to and from a school. This data is a

best estimate based on the available information at the time of calculation. Due to rounding, numbers may not add up
precisely to the totals provided.
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4.2

5.1

(i)

(ii)

6.1

e A sustainable roll ensures that effective teacher staffing levels are maintained and led
by a range of promoted teaching staff. Effective year group numbers will be maintained
and children will be able to learn within a variety of peer group opportunities, both
formally and informally;

e If implemented, this proposal will assist Aberdeen City Council in delivering city wide
primary and secondary education provision in schools with sustainable pupil rolls, and
in a way which ensures that all pupils are educated in buildings that are not over
crowded.

The above benefits will therefore ensure that the implementation of this proposal will
maximise the educational benefits for pupils attending the schools affected.

OPTIONS FOR CONSULTATION

The options under consideration and for which the Council seeks comment from interested
stakeholders are:

To retain the status quo and maintain the existing school zones for Fernielea School,
Kingswells School, Hazlehead Academy and the new Countesswells secondary school, or:

To adjust the school zone boundaries for Fernielea School, Kingswells School, Hazlehead

Academy and the new Countesswells secondary school, to accommodate the new housing
development at Maidencraig, with effect from 1st August 2017.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

To assist stakeholders in accessing relevant information, a dedicated area of Aberdeen City
Council website has been populated with all information within this consultation document
and further detail on the consultation process and data relating to the proposal.

The relevant web pages can be accessed at:

http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/Maidencraiqg2016

Please contact us on the telephone number below if you want this document in Braille,

large print or on an audio CD, or if you want the document translated into another language.

S lgtan i 258 i€ gl Aaanadl A5 gall Ada p5W) 5 SL ol ol (ias yall Jaddl A& gl a3 e J sanll 3 s 1)
ol caledl e Wy Juaiyl ela M o AT 4l

I 3T 9% wfFefG (@30, TG =IE SIHE 31 O e S, SRET wfereft sy (1 SRy
TS 5 S IeIT FA ANGH (BRI THE (W1 FE AE WY T F74

o R BOUE XA L FIR c KFRR N EEAH  REMEEEAR > ST T I 5HS -

Prosze sie skontaktowac z nami pod ponizszym numerem telefonu jesli ten dokument
jest wymagany w alfabecie Brajla, w duzym druku, na plycie kempaktowej CD lub
przettumaczony na inny jezyk.

MoxanyiicTa, CBAXUTECH C HAMK NO HoMepy TenedoHa, ykazaHHOMY Huxe, ecnn Bel xotute
MoNy4YUTh ATOT AOKYMEHT WpKdToM Bpaiins, KpYnHbIM WPUAGTOM UM HA KOMMAKTHOM ayauo
Jncke, a Taike ecnu Bam HyeH nepeBo aToro foKyMeHTa Ha Opyron A3bik.

01224 522273
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6.2

A copy of this statutory consultation document will be available for public consultation
during the period of consultation at the following venues:

Marischal College

Central Library

Mastrick Library

Northfield Library

Fernielea School
Kingswells School
Bucksburn Academy
Hazlehead Academy
Kingswells Community Centre
Mastrick Community Centre
Hazlehead Learning Centre
Beacon Learning Centre

PUBLIC MEETING

7.1 A public meeting to discuss the proposals will take place on:

8.1

Thursday 22" September 2016, from 7.00 to 8.00pm at Hazlehead Academy.

SUBMISSION OF VIEWS

Any interested stakeholders may respond to the consultation by completing the comment
form attached at Appendix 4, and sending it to:

Maidencraig Rezoning Consultation
Education & Children’s Services
Aberdeen City Council

Business Hub 13

Second Floor North

Marischal College

Broad Street

ABERDEEN

AB10 1AB

Responses may also be submitted in writing to the address above, or by sending an email
to:

schoolestate@aberdeencity.gov.uk

All responses should be submitted before 5.00pm on Friday 7" October 2016.



9. OUTCOME OF CONSULTATION
9.1 A summary of submissions will be published on the council website at

http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/Maidencraiqg2016

9.2 A report on the consultation will be delivered to the Education & Children’s Services
Committee on 26™ January 2017. This will provide information for Elected Members to
make a final decision on the proposal.
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APPENDIX 5
ABERDEEN Comment Form Maidencraig Rezoning 2016

CITY COUNCIL

Public Consultation
Proposal:

To adjust the school zone boundaries for Fernielea School, Kingswells School, Hazlehead
Academy and the new Countesswells secondary school, to accommodate the new housing
development at Maidencraig, with effect from 1% August 2017.

All completed comment forms will be included in a final Consultation Report to the Education &
Children’s Services Committee.

Contact Information (Optional)
Provision of personal information is optional. Your personal details will not be published, nor will
they be used for any purpose without your expressed consent.

First name(s):

Last name:
Address:
Postal Code:
Phone:
Email:
| am a Please tick (v) all applicable boxes
parent/carer of current primary pupil(s) || School name:
parent/carer of current secondary pupil(s) [ | School name:

parent/carer of future pupil(s) (pre 5 child)

local resident

other

If other, please describe:

What is the most positive part of the proposal (if any)?

What is/are your main concern(s) about the proposal?
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What would you like the Council to know about the proposal?

Overall, do you support the proposal? (Please tick) YesD No D

Any other comments?

Thank you for your comments.
Please send this form to:

Maidencraig Rezoning Consultation
Education & Children’s Services
Aberdeen City Council

Business Hub 13

Second Floor North

Marischal College

Broad Street

ABERDEEN

AB10 1AB

or by email to

schoolestate @aberdeencity.gov.uk

by 5.00pm on Friday 7" October 2016.

Further information about the consultation process, including a full list of all meetings, as
well as the Consultation Document, is available from the Council website at
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/Maidencraig2016
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